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Instructions for the Tour Guide 

1. Introduce yourself! 
2. Share your role at BPAS and how long you have been on staff. 
3. Explain the tour program 

a. Walking tour will last about 90 minutes 
b. Guests may come and go from the tour at any time 
c. Your guide will speak at each animal or exhibit, then take questions 

4. Share expectations for tour participants 
a. As a courtesy to others, don’t speak while the guide is speaking 
b. Remain on the paved pathways and do not lean, climb, or rest on the barriers between guests 

and animals 
5. Share some facts about the overall mission and facility 

a. The animals living here have been surrendered, confiscated and abandoned; all are products of 
the exotic pet trade and/or entertainment industry 

b. We don’t buy, sell, breed, trade, or seek out animals 
c. Nearly 20 million households keep exotic pets in the U.S. 
d. For every animal that lives here, 10-12 others were turned away due to limited resources 
e. Laws vary by state and locality; there are no federal bans to limit what kinds of animals 

individuals can keep 
f. The federal Animal Welfare Act that oversees the captive care of zoos, aquariums, and 

sanctuaries doesn’t apply to private hobby owners, and doesn’t provide any protections for 
birds or reptiles 

g. This facility is managed by a team of 3.4 paid keepers, a facility manager, executive director, 
and one part-time gift shop and office coordinator, supported by 60 to 90 volunteers who 
contribute 12,000 to 15,000 hours of labor annually 

FAQ’s: 

How many people visit each year?   Approximately 19,000 

How many animals live here?  Typically, between 90 and 100 are in residence 

How do you fund the sanctuary?  100% of funding is from program fees, donations, and occasional grants; we 
receive no tax dollars. 

How long has the place been around?  Nearly 30 years… the founders began taking in animals at their private 
residence in the late 1980’s. The organization became a non-profit sanctuary in 2001 and moved to this site in 
2006. 

Is there a veterinarian on staff?  No, but we do have a volunteer primary veterinarian who oversees our 
preventive care program and is available 24/7; he is supported in his efforts also by a team of other local 
veterinarians who specialize in large animal surgical care, farm animal care, and birds and reptiles. We also 
have a relationship with the veterinarian at the Fort Wayne Childrens Zoo and they help if or when we don’t 
have others available. 

What do you do with animals that can’t withstand winter?  ALL residents are permanent residents and they 
are managed following the same best practices as any zoological institution that houses similar animals; 
buildings are heated; animals are moved indoors; etc. 



 
1 Grazing Animals 
2 Primate House 
3 North Tigers 
4 West End / Bears* 
5 Into the Woods 
6 Reptile House 
7 Avian Building 

 
*Tour guides are advised to screen participants and revise tour route accordingly. 
Groups with elderly guests, strollers, walkers, wheelchairs, etc. must return back 
up the paved path on the west side of the bears, then proceed to the woods. DO 
NOT require guests who may be challenged or put at risk to climb the unpaved 
gravel path up the east side of the bears into the woods. 
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Breed:  DONKEY 
 
Names / Sex / Age: 
Noah  Male  (gray) Unknown, arrived 1998 
Marie  Female (brown)  Born 2002. 
Andy  Male  (brown & white)  Born 2002. 
 
Previous Home:  Noah was donated to Black Pine by a local church group many years ago.  
Marie and Andy were surrendered by private owners. 
  
Native to:  Often called a Sicilian donkey, the Mediterranean donkey is native to the Sicily and 
Sardinia.  The earliest known remains of the domestic donkey were found in lower Egypt, 
though no one is certain about the origins.  Some believe they are descended from the African 
wild ass.  The first donkeys brought to the New World arrived with Christopher Columbus in 
1495.  The largest influx into the U.S. occurred during the Gold Rush, coming from Mexico. 
 
Life Expectancy:  25 years in the wild, 30-35 in captivity. 
 
Diet:  Grasses, hay, oats, cracked corn (horse feed) 
   
Status:  Good. They are extinct in their land of origin. 
 
Facts: 
 

• Donkeys are correctly called ‘asses’, a term that derives from the Latin term Asinus 
• A male is called a Jack, and a female a Jenny 
• Burro is also a reference to the ass, but is usually used west of the Mississippi, while 

donkey is used east 
• Unlike other miniature breeds, the miniature donkey is not a bred-down version of a 

larger animal, their small size is natural 
• Donkeys are extremely patient, but known for being stubborn 
• They are extremely intelligent, docile and easily trained 
• Donkeys live in unstable social groups 
• They feed for up to 20 hours a day, grazing 
• Donkeys are most often used domestically for carrying heavy loads, or simply kept as 

exotic pets. 
 
Personal History: 
 
Noah was donated to Black Pine by a local church group who hoped children would enjoy 
hearing the stories from the bible that are believed to explain the “cross” marking on the back 
of the animal.  The cross over the animal’s shoulders is said to be a holy symbol.  Andy and 
Marie arrived in early 2005.  Their owner simply was not able to spend as much time paying 
attention to his pet donkeys as he wanted, or felt they deserved, so he asked if Black Pine 
could adopt them.  
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Breed:  EMU 
 
Names / Sex / Age: 
 
Pecky   Male Hatched 2004. 
Emmitt Male   Hatched 2004. 
 
Previous Home:  Raised by private owners.  Pecky has resided at BPAS for years; Emmitt 
arrived in 2014 from Illinois. 
 
Native to:  Australia, open plains and forests. 
 
Size:  6’ tall, up to 130 pounds. 
 
Life Expectancy:  25-35 years or more.   
 
Diet:  Roots, fruits, flowers, seeds, insects, caterpillars and misc. foliage. 
   
Facts: 
 

• A peaceful and timid bird, it is the largest of all birds except for the African ostrich 
• Emus are flightless birds, but are capable of running up to 40 miles per hour and are 

expert swimmers 
• Emus have bright blue skin around the neck and head 
• They are monogamous (taking only one mate) and mate for life 
• Eggs are dark green and measure about 4 by 3 ½ inches 
• Emus are highly valued for their edible eggs, beef-like flesh, and the oil obtained from 

abundant fatty tissue 
• Emu oil is a popular ingredient in lotions and healing ointments 
• Emus are considered extremely dumb, and actually have a brain the size of a pea 
• Farmers in Australia get very tired of rebuilding fences to keep these gangly birds out, 

which they continually run into and over 
• Emus can’t walk backwards 
• They can withstand extremes in temperature, from below 0 to 100 degrees F. 
• Emus have been traced back nearly 80 million years 

 
Personal History: 
 
Pecky joined Black Pine’s family in the fall of 1997 and came from private owners.  Emmitt’s 
owner rescued him, then learned due to local ordinances they could not keep him at their 
Illinois home.   
 
  



Black Pine Animal Park 
Animal Facts 

Updated 2/28/2018 

Breed:  FALLOW DEER 
 
Names / Sex / Age: 
Cinnamon      Female Born 2008. 
Sugar            Female Born 2008. 
 
Previous Home: Surrendered by private breeders. 
 
Native to:  Europe 
 
Weight:  Females weigh up to about 90 pounds. 
 
Life Expectancy:   11-15 years. 
 
Status:  Not in danger. 
 
Diet:  grasses, tree leaves, berries.  At Black Pine diet includes grass hay and horse feed. 
   
Facts: 
 

• This small to medium-sized “rangy” deer is native to the Mediterranean region of Europe 
and Asia Minor 

• Fallow deer have been introduced to all populated continents 
• They were introduced into Britain by the Normans in the eleventh century 
• Most fallow deer are fawn-colored to reddish brown, though they do occur in white and 

other colors.   
• Fallow deer typically live in groups of up to 150 animals; groups break down into smaller 

units during breeding season 
• Fallow deer have been introduced into the U.S. and today are sometimes hunted on 

game preserves; living “wild” in Georgia, with no natural enemies, populations have 
become overgrown causing damage to forests. 

 
Personal History: 
 
Sugar and Cinnamon were living among a large herd of fallow deer at a local rural residence, 
the products of hobby breeders/owners.  When asked to help reduce the herd by taking some 
deer, Black Pine agreed to take in the two females to be companions for Butterscotch, a lone 
fallow deer that had lived at the sanctuary for years (now deceased).  The owner asked many 
times over for Black Pine to take in males, too, however they were declined due to the 
challenges of trying to manage a herd of deer and control population growth – the very reason 
this breeder was looking for help! 
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Breed:  LLAMA 
 
Names / Sex / Age: 
Anson  Male  (all brown)  Born 2001. 
 
Previous Home:   
Anson was a 4-H project animal surrendered by a private owner.   
 
Native to:  Southern Peru, western Bolivia, northwestern Argentine, northeastern Chile. Llamas 
originated in North America over 9 million years ago. 
 
Weight:  150-350 pounds 
 
Life Expectancy:  15-20 years in wild; 20 years in captivity. 
 
Diet:  Grasses, herbs, shrubs, fruit, vegetables, hay, grain.   At Black Pine, a commercially 
prepared alfalfa pellet feed, grass hay, small amount of horse feed. 
 
Status:  Stable in the wild and raised by the thousands in captivity. 
 
Facts: 
 

• Llamas are herbivores that have 3 stomachs 
• They are sociable and friendly animals, rarely challenging or confronting people unless 

agitated 
• Llamas can be very stubborn 
• They can spit accurately up to 8 feet away.  They usually only spit at each other, but will 

spit at anything that makes them mad enough 
• Used as pack animals since the 16th century, the U.S. Forest Service and National Park 

Service use them for a variety of tasks, including rescue 
• Two-toed feet make them very sure-footed 
• Llamas can carry 25%-30% of their own body weight for up to 8 miles 
• Their wool is used, and is very warm 
• Llamas are also raised for meat, fatty tissue (candle wax), dung (fuel), and hair (rope) 
• In America they are most commonly kept as pets 
• Llamas have a very unusual way of managing their waste. They use what is called the 

“communal dung pile”. They find a place indoors and several places outdoors and all of 
the llamas will go there. If you put droppings down llamas will go there. 

 
Personal History: 
 
Llamas have resided at Black Pine for many years - well before the park opened to the public.  
The first llamas were adopted from the founder’s sister when she was in a horrible car accident 
and needed help for the animals.  Anson was a former 4-H animal adopted in 2001 after his 
handler went off to college and parents didn’t want to have the responsibility of caring for him. 
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Breed:  MINIATURE HORSE 
 
Names / Sex / Age: 
Minnie  Female Unknown, arrived circa 1998. 
 
Previous Home:   Minnie was acquired by Black Pine from a breeder.   She was not of great 
interest to them because of her bone structure (knock-kneed) and dwarfism (out of proportion) 
so they were happy to see her come to the sanctuary. 
 
Native to:  North America 
 
Size:   Less than 3 feet tall 
 
Life Expectancy:  Up to 30 years 
 
Diet:  Grasses and other vegetation; Hay, grain and grazing at Black Pine. Hay is the only feed 
that they can have in unlimited amounts due to the risk of foundering.   
   
Facts:   
 

• Similar to Arabian horses in learning capacity, the mini tends to be smart, and not lazy 
• They are high-strung and can be feisty, especially when learning new lessons 
• When spooked, the mini will usually run far enough away to be out of reach of whatever 

scared it, then turn and stare at whatever it was 
• They are very quick learners 
• Miniature horses are not naturally occurring, but are bred-down versions of full size 

horses. 
 
Personal History: 
 
Minnie has dwarfism, so she is smaller than a typical miniature horse and somewhat deformed 
as a result.  She was purchased by the founder of Black Pine from a breeder after she was first 
observed on exhibit at the Indiana State Fair.  Once it was clear she was of no use for 
breeding, showing, or other sport, it seemed Black Pine could provide her a nice permanent 
home to live out her life. 
 
Following an exam at Purdue University, Minnie is expected to live a full normal life of up to 30 
years, and her stature is not expected to cause her any significant problems.   
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Breed:  VIETNAMESE POTBELLY PIG 
 
Names / Sex / Age: 
Wilbur            Male  Born 2009. 
Arnold            Male  Born 2005. 
 
Previous Home:  Wilbur was confiscated by city police in Kendallville, IN from a city home; 
Arnold was recovered from a local farm following the owner’s death.   
 
Native to:  Vietnam 
 
Weight:  Up to 200 pounds. 
 
Life Expectancy:  Late teens and longer. 
 
Diet:  Vegetation.  At Black Pine grass hay and grain. 
   
Facts: 
 

• Dwarf swine breed developed in the 1960’s, originally distributed into Sweden and 
Canada from Vietnam 

• First sold in the U.S. in 1986 to become a hugely sought-after household pet 
• Unspayed females suffer from PMS and experience vast mood swings 
• George Clooney famously owns a pot-belly pig named Max 

 
Personal History: 
 
Wilbur was recovered in spring 2010 from a home in Kendallville, IN following the arrest of the 
occupants for methamphetamine manufacturing and possession.  A city ordinance prohibits 
keeping such animals as “pets” in Kendallville.  The pig was just a few months old when 
adopted by Black Pine. 
 
Arnold was owned by an elderly couple living between Columbia City and Fort Wayne, IN.  
During summer 2010 the wife visited the sanctuary with several of her lady friends and she 
inquired if her pig could join Black Pine’s family because her husband had passed away in 
February, leaving her with several pets and a farm estate to manage and prepare to sell.  She 
was completely overwhelmed and in tears.  A few days later Black Pine advised the woman we 
could take Arnold, but before arrangements were made to go get the pig, the woman passed 
away.  She was 87 years old.  Local police called the sanctuary and Arnold was brought to his 
new home just a couple of days later.   
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Breed:  RHEA 
 
Names / Sex / Age: 
Boomer Male  Hatched 2000. 
Lucy  Female Hatched 2000. 
 
Previous Home:  Purchased and raised at Black Pine prior to a no-breeding policy. 
 
Native to:  South America 
 
Diet:  Vegetation 
   
Facts: 

 
• In general appearance, rheas resemble the much larger African ostrich 
• Rheas can occur in gray or white.  White is the result of a recessive gene. 
• Rheas have larger wings than ostriches, and are flightless birds 
• Rheas have three toes; ostriches have two 
• Heads and necks are completely feathered 
• Tails are under-developed, but long feathers droop over and cover their posteriors.  These 

feathers are used to make dusters 
• Several females use the same nest, and a single male may hatch fifty eggs 
• Rheas roam in flocks of about six birds, except in mating season, when about 25 flock 

together 
• In the rhea family, the male makes a nest.  The female then lays her eggs, which the male 

turns and situates in the nest.  He then sits on the eggs and tends to them, and once 
hatched, raises the young 

• Rheas enjoy swimming 
 
Personal History: 
 
Boomer and Lucy were among rheas originally purchased by the founders of Black Pine before 
the park opened to the public.  The pair successfully nested and hatched 8 chicks in 2003, and 
more chicks again in 2005, before the park adopted a no-breeding policy.   
 
Today any eggs laid are gathered and disposed of.   
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Breed:  RHESUS MACAQUE MONKEY 
 
Names / Sex / Age: 
Yoda  Male  Born 1995. 
 
Previous Home:  Private home. 
 
Native to:  Asia 
 
Size:  13 to 22 pounds.  Body is about 20” long, with a tail 10” long. 
 
Life Expectancy:  30 years 
 
Diet:  Fruits, vegetables, cookies, monkey biscuits, crackers, cooked meats. 
   
Facts: 
 

• Females mature at 3, males at 4 years of age.   
• Gestation is 4 to 6 months, usually giving birth to one baby.   
• They are “old world” monkeys, which means they have food pouches in their jowls in 

which they can store food and they have snouts instead of flatter human like noses.   
• Males become aggressive at maturity, with large canine fangs 
• They are one of the most intelligent of monkeys 
• Use in research has led to the discovery of the RH factor in blood 
• This species of monkey was sent into space in 1959 for Project Mercury 
• They are considered sacred by Hindus, so nothing is done to control populations 
• Wild monkeys often steal clothes hanging out to dry, plants, or whatever is not bolted to 

the ground.  
 
Personal History: 
 
Yoda was a baby when he arrived at Black Pine.  Once he became mature he was moved 
from inside the park founder’s private home into a habitat and ‘free contact” was discontinued.  
He lived for many years with Hannah (RIP 2015).  She was a pet that lived with several 
families before she came to Black Pine.  She was babied at the first home, started biting at her 
second home, and was ultimately displaced from her last private home because she became 
very protective of her primary caregiver and would not allow anyone else to approach her, or 
her caregiver without becoming extremely aggressive.  Hannah was diagnosed with an 
inoperable tumor that was intertwined with her bladder and lower intestines, and was ultimately 
euthanized in late 2015 when it began to affect her ability to pee and poo. 
 
Although early in Yoda's life, the park’s founder (Karen Hoag) had a strong bond with him, in 
his adulthood no one really does.   He has become more and more aggressive as he has 
aged.   
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Breed:  LION-TAIL MACAQUE 
 
Names / Sex / Age: 
Mona Lisa, aka “Lisa” Female Unknown, arrived circa 2004. 
 
Previous Home:  Private owner. 
 
Native to:  Western Ghats mountains of India. 
 
Size:  15 to 33 pounds.  Males are slightly larger than females. 
 
Life Expectancy:  Up to 30 years in captivity. 
 
Diet:  Fruits, vegetables, small invertebrates;  At Black Pine, monkey biscuits, fruits and 
vegetables, nuts, seeds, bread, sometimes crickets or mealworms. 
   
Facts: 
 

• Lion-tailed macaques are unique to India.   
• Endangered, they number only about 2,500 
• As few at 600 live in zoos around the world 
• Lion-tailed macaques are arboreal, meaning they live in trees 
• "Old world" primates, they have food pouches 
• In addition to deforestation, lion-tailed macaques suffer from being captured for the pet 

trade, zoos, research, and use in traditional Chinese medicine 
 
Personal History: 
 
"Mona Lisa", also called "Lisa", was originally owned as a pet.  One of her previous owners 
was unable to provide the medical care she needed and Lisa became very ill.  A good 
Samaritan came to her aid and provided her foster care until she recovered.  Then Lisa was 
adopted permanently by Black Pine.  This species of monkey is rare in the exotic pet trade, so 
it is likely she was illegally smuggled into the country, or came at a very high price if purchased 
from a breeder.   
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Breed:  HAMADRAYAS BABOON   
 
Names / Sex / Age: 
Mae  Female 1/9/89 
Benny  Male  Unknown; estimated DOB:  1996 
 
Previous Home: Mae was owned by an animal trainer/performer. She was retired from the 
circus. Benny was confiscated and is being boarded for the Ohio Dept. of Agriculture. 
 
Native to:  Africa  
 
Weight:  20 to 30 pounds. 
 
Life Expectancy:  30 years in captivity 
 
Diet:  Grasses, tree leaves, tree bark, fruits, vegetables, nuts, smaller monkeys, birds, rodents.  
At Black Pine her diet consists of fruits, vegetables, nuts and seeds, and monkey biscuits.   
   
Status:  Good. 
 
Facts: 
 

• Baboon is a common name given to the monkeys of Africa 
• Best recognized for their elongated, dog-like snouts and very large canine teeth 
• Baboons live in large troops of around 50 
• They live on the ground but they sleep in the trees, making leopards a big threat 
• Chimpanzees will also hunt small baboons for food 
• Baboons prefer rocky desert areas and other sub-desert areas that have grass 
• Apart from humans, baboons are the most adaptable of the ground-dwelling primates 
• Intelligent and crafty, they can be agricultural pests, so they are treated as vermin rather 

than wildlife 
• Female baboons experience drastic swelling of the genital area during their estrous 

cycle which signals males it is time for mating 
• Baboons use over 30 vocalizations ranging from grunts to barks to screams 
• When a baboon yawns, it is often a “threat yawn”, an aggressive behavior 

 
 
Personal History: 
 
Mae came to Black Pine in the late fall of 1997.  She was retired rather early in life from circus 
performing by her trainer because she was an “outcast” amongst the others she worked with.  
She was not accepted by older monkeys, and tended to be aggressive towards the younger 
ones.   Mae is always nervous, tends to be a loner, but exhibits great maternal instincts, 
making sure her baby (stuffed animal) is nearby at all times.  Her favorite treats are peanuts, 
raisins, and sunflower seeds.   
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Benny’s case is tied up in court and cannot be discussed with the public or media, per the 
boarding agreement. 
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Breed:  RING-TAILED LEMURS 
 
Names / Sex / Age: 
Katy (a.k.a. Kat) Female Unknown, around 2005-2007 
Julian   Male  Unknown, around 2005-2007 
 
Previous Home:  Washington Park Zoo, an unaccredited zoo in Michigan City, IN.  Prior to 
that, believed to have been privately owned. 
 
Native to:  Madagascar and other small islands off the coast of Africa.   
 
Size:  4-6 pounds. 
 
Life Expectancy:  16-19 years in the wild; 25-30 years in captivity. 
 
Diet:  Fruit, leaves, insects, bark, flowers, tree sap. 
   
Facts: 
 

• Lemurs may have floated to the islands off the coast of Africa. 
• They love to sunbathe. 
• Males perform a unique scent-marking behavior called “spur marking”, rubbing “spurs” 

on their wrists to leave their scent 
• Males will also impregnate their tails with their scent and engage in “stink fights” by 

waiving tails at opponents 
• Lemurs are one of the most vocal of primates 
• Lemurs are prosimians, the most primitive of primates 

 
Personal History: 
 
The former director of the zoo allegedly had a party at the zoo with his friends and family that 
resulted in several animals being traumatized, including the lemurs.  This pair was believed to 
have been privately owned, and was never introduced to another existing family of lemurs at 
the zoo.  While living “off exhibit” in a building, the director’s party-goers apparently did 
something that left the male lemur, Julian, never trusting people again. 
 
Other animals at the zoo that night were also affected.  A clouded leopard died two days later.  
A mother monkey was sprayed with a hose to separate her from her baby so guests could see 
the baby.  The director was suspended for stealing, caught on camera, for 30 days.  In 2014, 
he was terminated.   
 
When new management took over changes were made in several areas, including re-homing 
this pair of lemurs, which were refused by several zoos that were contacted – likely due to 
Katy’s partial tail, and lack of records regarding their genetic histories.  Lemurs are 
endangered, so most in accredited zoos are likely managed under the Special Survival Plan 
(SSP).   
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Breed: KINKAJOUS 
 
Names / Sex / Age:   
Chu  Female  Born 1999. 
Mishka Male   Born 1995. 
 
Previous Home:   Private home. 
 
Native to:  southern Mexico to southern Brazil 
 
Size:  9 pounds, with males being larger 
 
Life Expectancy:  23 years 
 
Diet: In the wild fruits, flowers, seeds, berries, eggs, birds, rodents, and insects. At BP, 
commercial canned marmoset diet, commercial omnivore biscuits, insects, fruits, eggs, 
veggies. 
 
Facts:  
 

• Commonly called “honey bear” or “nightwalker” 
• Kinkajous are nocturnal, foraging at night and spending the day in hollow trees or lying 

on limbs 
• Agile and fast, they jump from tree to tree gracefully and noisily 
• A prehensile tail helps them balance and hold onto trees 
• They are noisy animals and bark when they are disturbed 
• Kinkajous can turn their feet backwards when descending head first down a tree 
• Kinkajous are also related to the raccoon 
• They are classified as carnivores because of their skull structure and sharp teeth though 

they rarely eat meat and are cared for like an omnivore 
• Kinkajous are often killed for their meat or their pelts. Pelts are turned into wallets and 

belts. 
 
Personal History:  
 
Chu and Mishka came to live at Black Pine on May 1, 2004.   Their previous owner was forced 
to move to an apartment where she didn’t have sufficient room for them to live and play.  They 
have always lived with Mickey, the bush baby.  Prior to moving to Black Pine they lived in a 
cage in a garage where they were largely ignored, or sleeping when people were around. 
 
Chu is the more curious, but more aggressive of the two animals.  She is usually the first to 
wake up at dinner time.  She is more red in color than Mishka. 
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Breed: GALAGOS 
Also known as GARNETT’S GREATER BUSH BABY 
 
Names / Sex / Age:   
Mickey Male  Born 2005. 
 
Previous Home:   Private home. 
 
Native to:  Africa, except for Madagascar. 
 
Size: Galagos range in size from the size of a mouse to the size of a small cat. 
 
Life Expectancy:  3-4 years in the wild, 10-15 years in captivity. 
 
Diet: In the wild snakes, rodents, insects, birds, eggs, berries, fruits, flowers, seeds and tree 
gums. At BP, commercial canned primate diet, commercial primate biscuits, insects, fruits, 
eggs, veggies, ground meat, nectar, seeds and Arabic gum. 
 
Status:  Not endangered, but habitat is being destroyed. 
 
Facts:  
 

• Galagos are prosimians, which are a group of arboreal primates only distantly related to 
monkeys and apes.  Other prosimians are lemurs, lorises and pottos 

• They can be distinguished from monkeys and apes by having a moist snout and a face 
covered with hair 

• Called bush babies because their mating call sounds like a crying human infant, they 
also croak, chirp, click, whistle and bark.  

• Galagos generally have one young, sometimes twins, with newborns weighing less than 
½ ounce 

• They live in the dense undergrowth in rainforests only in Africa 
• Main predators are night birds of prey such as owls 
• Galagos are nocturnal. During the day they sleep together in larger groups in nests 

made in tree forks, hollow trees or old birds’ nests. 
• Galagos have a grooming claw on their second toe. They have a toothcomb made up of 

lower incisors and canines. They also have a toothed pseudo tongue beneath their 
tongue which is used to clean their toothcomb 

• They can hear a cricket’s legs walking on dead leaves from 15 feet away 
• They can rotate their heads 180 degrees (like owls) 
• They can leap up to 40 feet 
• They use their bushy tails as a rudder and stabilizer as they are sailing through the air 
• Galagos are scent markers. They have scent glands on their elbows, face, chest, arms, 

palms and soles of their feet.  They also scent mark with saliva and urine. They “urine 
wash” themselves frequently by moistening their feet and hands with urine. This not 
only leaves scent behind but helps improve suction and grip 

• Some African tribes keep bush babies as pets. To catch them, they set out sweet palm 
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wine and return later to collect the intoxicated creatures 
 
Personal History:  
 
Mickey came to live at Black Pine on May 1, 2004. His previous owner was forced to move to 
an apartment where she didn’t have sufficient room for Mickey to live and play.  Mickey has 
always lived with two kinkajous.  Their previous home was in a garage where they slept all day 
and had little interaction with humans at night.   Mickey is the most likely to wake up during the 
day for a treat or to see what’s happening around him, while the kinkajous sleep. 
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Breed:  PATAGONIAN CAVY 
 
Names / Sex / Age: 
Joey  Female Born 2005. 
 
Previous Home: Found abandoned, then relocated by a good Samaritan to Black Pine. 
 
Native to:  Arid grasslands of Argentina in South America 
 
Weight:  30-40 pounds, up to 18” tall 
 
Life Expectancy:  10 years 
 
Status:  Good, but declining 
 
Diet:  Grasses and other plants 
   
Facts: 
 

• Also known as a "mara" 
• Cavies are rodents 
• They are closely related to the capybara 
• They can run up to 35 miles per hour to escape predators, can jump up to six feet high, 

and can dig and burrow 
• In the wild they often live in groups of as many as 70 animals, and will mate for life 
• Due to the introduction of European wild hares into their habitat, competition for food, 

cavy populations are on the decline 
• Cavies are most active during the day, and are still alert at night - a defensive 

mechanism developed because of the many predators who prey upon them 
• Their long ears not only help them hear well, they also serve to increase their body 

surface to help cool them in hot weather     
 
Personal History: 
 
Joey, named because she looks like a baby kangaroo, was found abandoned, stuck under a 
fence in someone’s back yard at their home.  The homeowner was familiar with cavies and 
attempted to keep her, but things didn’t work out.  Her caregiver asked Black Pine to give the 
animal a permanent home, and donated $1000 to help build her a habitat.   
 
In 2009 Eagle Scout completed Joey’s new outdoor habitat.   
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Breed:  COATIMUNDI (White-nosed) 
 
Names / Sex / Age: 
Zoey  F Born 5/16/12 
Codi  M Born 8/14 
 
Previous Home:  Zoey was acquired by a pet store, then kept in a private home.  Codi was 
purchased by a private owner and kept as a house pet until surrendered to BPAS. 
  
Native to:  Southwestern U.S., Mexico, Central America, and south to Argentina and Paraguay. 
 
Weight:  7-15 pounds 
 
Life Expectancy:  14 years. 
 
Status:  Not in danger. 
 
Diet:  insects, lizards, frogs, eggs, fruit. 
   
Facts: 
 

• Coatimundis, or coatis, are a member of the raccoon family 
• They can live in various habitats including deserts, rainforests, grasslands, scrub 

forests, and deciduous forests 
• Long tails aid them in balancing as they climb trees 
• Coatis are active both day and night 
• Coatis live in groups called “bands” 
• Coatis are omnivores and eat insects, frogs, lizards, eggs, and fruit 
• Their long, sensitive noses help them root for food 
• Their legs are short, but powerful, and long claws can be dangerous to predators 
• To aid them in coming down from trees, their ankles can reverse completely so they 

retain their grip while coming down head first.     
 
Personal History: 
 
Zoey was exhibited when she was very young in a pet store in Elkhart, IN in 2012-2013.  The 
pet store moved to Granger, IN after allegations of selling exotic animals while operating in 
Elkhart, which is against local ordinance.  When the store closed in Granger, the owners 
moved to Mottville Township, MI and took several animals with them, including Zoey, as well 
as sugar gliders, wallabies, and a bettong.  In late January 2016 the home was reported by 
neighbors concerned about exotic animals in residence.  Upon investigation, over 20 animals 
were found living in squalor.  The home was ordered evacuated and uninhabitable, and the 
owners were charged with several violations, including animal torture (a felony) and lack of 
proper permits.  Joe, a long-tailed macaque was also given refuge by Black Pine.  Other 
animals were taken by the Binder Park Zoo and a sugar glider rescue organization in MI. 
 
The couple who owned the animals pled guilty and no contest to multiple counts against them, 



including animal torture/killing.  The bettong had to be euthanized. 
 
Codi was originally purchased from private owners who had a breeding pair (not described as 
“breeders”) and kept in a private home in New Albany, IN.  In March 2016 the owners 
surrendered Codi having found him, in maturity, to be too aggressive to be kept as a pet, 
especially around their young daughter.  The animal was set to be flown to a rescue in 
Georgia, however the owner learned a veterinary-signed health certificate was required for 
transport and was not willing to pay the $200 required for an exam, and indicated the animal 
would be put down instead.   
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Breed:  COTTON-TOP TAMARINS 
 
Names / Sex / Age: 
Orra  M Born 2010 
Eli  M Born 2012 
Jonah  M Born 2012 
Ani  F Born 2001 
Levi  M Born 2014 
 
Previous Home:  Washington Park Zoo, Michigan City, IN 
 
Native to:  Northwestern Columbia in South America 
 
Size:  ½ to 1 pound, about 8-10” long 
 
Life Expectancy:   10-13 years in the wild; up to 20 years in captivity 
 
Status:  Critically endangered 
 
Diet:  Fruit, insects, gum, sap, nectar, and occasionally reptiles and amphibians. In captivity, 
diet is primarily fruit, mealworms, and commercial zoo diets. 
   
Facts: 
 

• One of the smallest primates on earth 
• One of the most rare primates on earth, with less than 6,000 living in the wild 
• Critical seed disperser in the rainforest 
• Females normally give birth to twins 
• Communications between tamarins are sophisticated and include grammatical structure 
• Studies show tamarins to be altruistic, giving food to others in need 

 
Personal History: 
 
In 2008, Black Pine welcomed two cotton-top tamarins, U2 and Fiat, surrendered by the 
University of Wisconsin in Madison, WI as a 35-year long behavioral research study program 
came to an end. At the same time, a colony of tamarins from the University was also taken in 
by Washington Park Zoo. Sometime around 2015, officials at the zoo, after the director was 
terminated, discovered the contract between the zoo and the university that stated none of the 
animals were to ever be bred. By this time, several babies had been born at the zoo and 
multiple colonies were living separate lives. As part of the zoo’s efforts to end breeding that 
was being done outside of any conservation efforts or to satisfy diversity of exhibits, the 
tamarins were surrendered to Black Pine. Prior to their placement, all animals were spayed 
and neutered.  
 
The tamarins relocation to Black Pine followed that of the ring-tailed lemurs from Washington 
Park. The lemurs, too, were “surplus” zoo inventory. 
 



Black Pine Animal Park 
Animal Facts 

Updated 2/28/2018 

Breed:  LONG-TAILED MACAQUE 
 
Names / Sex / Age: 
Joe  M 1/1/98 
 
Previous Home:  Joe was acquired by a pet store owner, then kept in a private home. 
 
Native to:  Islands of Southeast Asia, Asia and India; Philippines, Malaysia, Borneo, Indonesia, 
Sumatra, Java, Timor, Burma, India, Vietman, Cambodia, Laos, Thailand, Palau. 
 
Size:  5.5 to 18.5 pounds. Males generally are larger than females. 
 
Life Expectancy:   Up to 39 years in captivity. 
 
Status:  Threatened Level:  Least concern 
 
Diet:  Ripe, fleshy fruits when in season; insects, stems, leaves, flowers, seeds, grass, 
mushrooms, invertebrates, bird eggs, clay, bark; crabs, frogs, shrimp. 
   
Facts: 
 

• Also known as crab-eating macaque 
• Also known as Java macaque 
• Males have mustaches and cheek whiskers; females have beards and cheek whiskers 
• Tails can reach lengths up to 2 feet 
• Infants are born black 
• Wild populations are culled and exported for biomedical research 
• Tourist areas allow contact and feeding of wild populations 
• Zoonotic diseases are a risk to humans – and monkeys 
• Excellent swimmers 

 
Personal History: 
 
Joe was purchased in 1998 by a married couple who owned a pet store in Middlebury, IN 
called River City Tropicals. The couple’s daughter bought Joe and kept him as a pet while she 
operated a pet store in Elkhart, IN, and later, Granger, IN called DownUnder Reef. The pet 
store moved from Elkhart to Granger after allegations of selling exotic animals illegally. The 
store in Granger closed in 2014 and the owners moved over 20 animals, including Joe, to a 
rented home in Mottville, MI. In January 2016 police got a warrant to search the home under 
suspicion of illegally keeping exotic animals without a permit. The couple was arrested, the 
home ordered uninhabitable, and animals confiscated. Police asked for Black Pine’s help.  Joe 
and Zoey, a coatimundi, were given refuge at Black Pine while wallabies and a bettong went to 
Binder Park Zoo. Many sugar gliders were taken by another rescue group in MI. The couple 
were charged with felony counts of animal torture and other violations of local ordinances and 
pled no contest to charges in a plea deal. They subsequently were ordered to pay restitution, 
and have sent some funds to Black Pine. 
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Joe was diagnosed with Type 1 Diabetes upon being confiscated and checked by a 
veterinarian. It took about 15 months for a lead keeper at the sanctuary to ‘train’ Joe to accept 
being injected with an insulin pen. This effort took many, many hours of positive reinforcement 
operant conditioning.  
 
Today, multiple keepers are able to give Joe a daily insulin injection and routinely monitor his 
urine to determine his ketones and glucose levels. He gained nearly two pounds as a result of 
the first few months of treatment. 
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Breed:  SPIDER MONKEY 
 
Names / Sex / Age: 
Goober Male  Born 1994. 
Lucy  Female Born 1994. 
 
Previous Home:  Primate rescue center to which they had been surrendered by private 
owners. 
 
Native to:  South America. 
 
Size:  12 to 20 pounds.   
 
Life Expectancy:  22-27 years. 
 
Diet:  Fruits, leaves, berries, insects, small reptiles, honey.   
   
Facts: 
 

• Spider monkeys sport prehensile tails. 
• Spider monkeys do not have thumbs on their hands, only four long fingers. 
• Named for their likeness to spider webs when sprawled out hanging in the trees. 
• Spider monkeys don’t engage in grooming one another like some other monkeys. 

 
Personal History: 
 
Lucy is a “long-haired” spider monkey.  Goober is a “black-handed” spider monkey. 
 
Out of respect for their long-time private owners, who were greatly distressed when they were 
surrendered, we do not discuss the monkeys’ detailed histories.  These animals arrived in 
2013 and their names were changed to protect them. 
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Breed:   BENGAL TIGER 
  INDO-CHINESE TIGER 
  SUMATRAN TIGER 
  AMUR (SIBERIAN) TIGER 
 
Names / Sex / Age: 
Taz  Male  Bengal  Born 1997 
Ticha  Female Amur   Born 1998 
Top Cat Male  Sumatran  Born 2010 
Millie  Female Indo-Chinese  Born 2010 
Cita  Female Bengal  Born 2000 
Jai  Female Bengal  Born 2000 
Eragon Male  Unreported  Born 2006 
Luna  Female Bengal  Born 2000 
Nefertiti Female Unreported  Born 2003 
Pookie Female Amur   Born 2000 
 
 
Previous Homes:   
Taz, Ticha, Delilah(RIP 2017) and Sammie (RIP 2016) and Ticha were surrendered by Tiger 
Paw Rescue in Ashland, OH in 2012. 
 
Top Cat and Millie were surrendered by Heaven’s Corner in West Alexandria, OH. 
 
Cita and Jai were born at the founder’s original site in 2000, before a no-breeding policy was  
adopted.   
 
Eragon and Nefertiti were among 75 cats removed from a breeder/zoo compound in CO after 
the owner voluntarily sold the facility to Turpentine Creek Wildlife Refuge (a peer sanctuary). 
 
Luna, Darly (RIP 2014), and Montrose (RIP 2015) were rescued from squalor at a former 
breeding facility in Flat Rock, Indiana following a DNR raid.       
 
Pookie was surrendered by the former Pugmark Park owner in McKinney, TX when she was 
diagnosed with cancer. 
 
Native to:  India and scattered throughout southeast Asia. 
  
Weight:  Usually 300-575 lbs.  The heaviest recorded tiger was a Siberian, weighing 1025 
pounds.  Most of Black Pine’s residents weigh between 300 and 400 pounds. 
 
Life Expectancy:  10-15 years in the wild, 15-22 in captivity. 
 
Diet:  Wild boar, monkeys, buffalo.  At Black Pine - Deer, beef, pork, and poultry. 
   
Status:  Critically endangered, with estimates of 1,500 – 2,000 Bengal tigers in the wild.  Some 
estimate as many as 20,000 live in captivity in the U.S. alone.  At one time there were 8 
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subspecies of tigers.  Today only the Bengal (most common), Indochinese, Malayan, 
Sumatran, and Amur (Siberian) survive.   
 
Facts: 
 

• Tigers are the largest members of the cat family 
• They are solitary and nocturnal and can run 35 mph, but only for a few seconds 
• Tigers don’t chase their food, they sneak up very quietly, slowly, and pounce! 
• Tigers will not attack face to face 
• Color of coat, and size, distinguish one subspecies from one another 
• Only Bengal tigers can carry a melanistic (heterozygous) gene which can make their 

color lighter, or white.  A white tiger is born of a gene mutation, by in-breeding. 
• A tiger’s stripes are their fingerprints, no two tigers have the same pattern 
• Mating is usually in spring.  Gestation is about 15 weeks, with 1-4 cubs born 
• If a tiger in the wild loses their canine teeth they will starve to death 
• They do not like excessive heat, and will lie in pools of water 
• The roar of a Bengal tiger can be heard up to 2 miles away 
• A tiger’s “purr” is called a “chuff”, and only occurs when breathing out 
• They can consume up to 65 pounds of meat a night 
• Unlike other cats, tigers will still eat meat that has begun to putrefy 
• Tigers have an organ on the roof of the mouth called the Jacobson’s organ. They use 

this as an olfactory sense, it allows them to taste smells 
• Tigers are lions’ closest relatives, without their coats, lion and tiger bodies are very 

similar. Only scientists can tell them apart. 
 
 
Personal History: 
 
Taz, Ticha, Delilah (deceased 2017) and Sammie (deceased) were surrendered by Jose and 
Denise Flores, owners and operators of Tiger Paw Rescue Center in Ashland, OH in late 2012 
in light of new legal regulations that made it too costly to continue operating.  Three other cats 
were also surrendered earlier in 2012 by Tiger Paw to two other peer sanctuaries. 
 
Top Cat and Millie arrived on Labor Day 2013, surrendered by Heaven’s Corner, a small 
unaccredited roadside zoo in West Alexandria, OH due to mounting pressure under changing 
laws. 
 
Cita and Jai where born at Black Pine February 2, 2000.  Their mother was India, who passed 
away from cancer in 2009, at 18 years of age.  Their father was Caesar, a retired circus 
performer who passed away September 30, 2006, at 19 years of age.  These cats were born 
prior to the adoption of a no-breeding policy.  Many visitors will recall interacting with these 
cats when they were still very young.  They were the last cubs born at the park. 
 
Eragon and Nefertiti were re-homed in collaboration with Turpentine Creek Wildlife Refuge and 
with assistance from Exotic Feline Rescue Center in a huge undertaking to pare down the 
population at a roadside zoo and prolific breeder’s facility in Callahan, CO, called Serenity 
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Springs. 110 animals were living in a space deemed appropriate for about 20 big cats. 75 
wildcats were relocated to 18 sanctuaries across the nation, funded by Tigers in America. 
Eragon was born at T.I.G.E.R.S. in Myrtle Beach, SC, one of several facilities infamous in the 
sanctuary community for prolific breeding for the purposes of exploitation and under the guise 
of “conservation”. Nefertiti was born at Serenity Springs. A third cat, Sumadi, arrived safely to 
Black Pine but was euthanized a couple of days later suffering in end-stage renal failure. Other 
cats among those rescued also died or were euthanized as the result of poor health and 
inadequate healthcare at Serenity Springs. 
 
Luna and Darly & Montrose (both RIP) were rescued in October 2005 from a private, run-down 
breeding facility in Flat Rock, Indiana.  The cats were among 37 large animal officials 
attempted to seize after the owner’s USDA license was revoked and he was charged $25,000 
for violations against the Animal Welfare Act.  Officials attempting to rescue the animals were 
halted by a court order.  A few days later Black Pine worked directly with the owner to help as 
many cats as possible, and though only anticipating adopting two, three were saved from the 
horrific conditions they were living in.   
 
Due to those poor conditions, the cats came to the park underweight, parasite infested and 
with tooth problems. The tigers adjusted well to the move and have largely recovered, though 
they will require dentistry work down the road.  Montrose and Darly were not housed together 
before coming to Black Pine, but personalities and age allowed a successful introduction.  
Luna, however, remains more content alone.  At the time of the rescue Luna was terribly 
traumatized.  During the transport to the park she was very violent and aggressive.  Within a 
few months she developed a trust of her new keepers and is today one of the most responsive 
to keepers. 
 
Darly (RIP), Montrose (RIP) and Luna are among the victims featured in the documentary film 
The Tiger Next Door, released in 2009, profiling private owner Dennis Hill and other stories of 
abuse and neglect of exotic animals in the U.S. 
 
Pookie arrived via transport from In-Sync Exotics in Wylie, TX, funded by the International 
Fund for Animal Welfare (IFAW).  Pookie was the lone survivor of a group of big cats that were 
rescued, and used for traveling exhibits, by the owners of Pugmark Park in McKinney, TX.  
The sole surviving owner of the facility, which had closed, was diagnosed with cancer and 
sought to rehome Pookie to ensure her safety and wellbeing.  Pookie arrived at BPAS in the 
spring of 2015. 
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Breed:   BENGAL TIGER 
  INDO-CHINESE TIGER 
  SUMATRAN TIGER 
  AMUR (SIBERIAN) TIGER 
 
Names / Sex / Age: 
Taz  Male  Bengal  Born 1997 
Ticha  Female Amur   Born 1998 
Top Cat Male  Sumatran  Born 2010 
Millie  Female Indo-Chinese  Born 2010 
Cita  Female Bengal  Born 2000 
Jai  Female Bengal  Born 2000 
Eragon Male  Unreported  Born 2006 
Luna  Female Bengal  Born 2000 
Nefertiti Female Unreported  Born 2003 
Pookie Female Amur   Born 2000 
 
 
Previous Homes:   
Taz, Ticha, Delilah(RIP 2017) and Sammie (RIP 2016) and Ticha were surrendered by Tiger 
Paw Rescue in Ashland, OH in 2012. 
 
Top Cat and Millie were surrendered by Heaven’s Corner in West Alexandria, OH. 
 
Cita and Jai were born at the founder’s original site in 2000, before a no-breeding policy was  
adopted.   
 
Eragon and Nefertiti were among 75 cats removed from a breeder/zoo compound in CO after 
the owner voluntarily sold the facility to Turpentine Creek Wildlife Refuge (a peer sanctuary). 
 
Luna, Darly (RIP 2014), and Montrose (RIP 2015) were rescued from squalor at a former 
breeding facility in Flat Rock, Indiana following a DNR raid.       
 
Pookie was surrendered by the former Pugmark Park owner in McKinney, TX when she was 
diagnosed with cancer. 
 
Native to:  India and scattered throughout southeast Asia. 
  
Weight:  Usually 300-575 lbs.  The heaviest recorded tiger was a Siberian, weighing 1025 
pounds.  Most of Black Pine’s residents weigh between 300 and 400 pounds. 
 
Life Expectancy:  10-15 years in the wild, 15-22 in captivity. 
 
Diet:  Wild boar, monkeys, buffalo.  At Black Pine - Deer, beef, pork, and poultry. 
   
Status:  Critically endangered, with estimates of 1,500 – 2,000 Bengal tigers in the wild.  Some 
estimate as many as 20,000 live in captivity in the U.S. alone.  At one time there were 8 
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subspecies of tigers.  Today only the Bengal (most common), Indochinese, Malayan, 
Sumatran, and Amur (Siberian) survive.   
 
Facts: 
 

• Tigers are the largest members of the cat family 
• They are solitary and nocturnal and can run 35 mph, but only for a few seconds 
• Tigers don’t chase their food, they sneak up very quietly, slowly, and pounce! 
• Tigers will not attack face to face 
• Color of coat, and size, distinguish one subspecies from one another 
• Only Bengal tigers can carry a melanistic (heterozygous) gene which can make their 

color lighter, or white.  A white tiger is born of a gene mutation, by in-breeding. 
• A tiger’s stripes are their fingerprints, no two tigers have the same pattern 
• Mating is usually in spring.  Gestation is about 15 weeks, with 1-4 cubs born 
• If a tiger in the wild loses their canine teeth they will starve to death 
• They do not like excessive heat, and will lie in pools of water 
• The roar of a Bengal tiger can be heard up to 2 miles away 
• A tiger’s “purr” is called a “chuff”, and only occurs when breathing out 
• They can consume up to 65 pounds of meat a night 
• Unlike other cats, tigers will still eat meat that has begun to putrefy 
• Tigers have an organ on the roof of the mouth called the Jacobson’s organ. They use 

this as an olfactory sense, it allows them to taste smells 
• Tigers are lions’ closest relatives, without their coats, lion and tiger bodies are very 

similar. Only scientists can tell them apart. 
 
 
Personal History: 
 
Taz, Ticha, Delilah (deceased 2017) and Sammie (deceased) were surrendered by Jose and 
Denise Flores, owners and operators of Tiger Paw Rescue Center in Ashland, OH in late 2012 
in light of new legal regulations that made it too costly to continue operating.  Three other cats 
were also surrendered earlier in 2012 by Tiger Paw to two other peer sanctuaries. 
 
Top Cat and Millie arrived on Labor Day 2013, surrendered by Heaven’s Corner, a small 
unaccredited roadside zoo in West Alexandria, OH due to mounting pressure under changing 
laws. 
 
Cita and Jai where born at Black Pine February 2, 2000.  Their mother was India, who passed 
away from cancer in 2009, at 18 years of age.  Their father was Caesar, a retired circus 
performer who passed away September 30, 2006, at 19 years of age.  These cats were born 
prior to the adoption of a no-breeding policy.  Many visitors will recall interacting with these 
cats when they were still very young.  They were the last cubs born at the park. 
 
Eragon and Nefertiti were re-homed in collaboration with Turpentine Creek Wildlife Refuge and 
with assistance from Exotic Feline Rescue Center in a huge undertaking to pare down the 
population at a roadside zoo and prolific breeder’s facility in Callahan, CO, called Serenity 
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Springs. 110 animals were living in a space deemed appropriate for about 20 big cats. 75 
wildcats were relocated to 18 sanctuaries across the nation, funded by Tigers in America. 
Eragon was born at T.I.G.E.R.S. in Myrtle Beach, SC, one of several facilities infamous in the 
sanctuary community for prolific breeding for the purposes of exploitation and under the guise 
of “conservation”. Nefertiti was born at Serenity Springs. A third cat, Sumadi, arrived safely to 
Black Pine but was euthanized a couple of days later suffering in end-stage renal failure. Other 
cats among those rescued also died or were euthanized as the result of poor health and 
inadequate healthcare at Serenity Springs. 
 
Luna and Darly & Montrose (both RIP) were rescued in October 2005 from a private, run-down 
breeding facility in Flat Rock, Indiana.  The cats were among 37 large animal officials 
attempted to seize after the owner’s USDA license was revoked and he was charged $25,000 
for violations against the Animal Welfare Act.  Officials attempting to rescue the animals were 
halted by a court order.  A few days later Black Pine worked directly with the owner to help as 
many cats as possible, and though only anticipating adopting two, three were saved from the 
horrific conditions they were living in.   
 
Due to those poor conditions, the cats came to the park underweight, parasite infested and 
with tooth problems. The tigers adjusted well to the move and have largely recovered, though 
they will require dentistry work down the road.  Montrose and Darly were not housed together 
before coming to Black Pine, but personalities and age allowed a successful introduction.  
Luna, however, remains more content alone.  At the time of the rescue Luna was terribly 
traumatized.  During the transport to the park she was very violent and aggressive.  Within a 
few months she developed a trust of her new keepers and is today one of the most responsive 
to keepers. 
 
Darly (RIP), Montrose (RIP) and Luna are among the victims featured in the documentary film 
The Tiger Next Door, released in 2009, profiling private owner Dennis Hill and other stories of 
abuse and neglect of exotic animals in the U.S. 
 
Pookie arrived via transport from In-Sync Exotics in Wylie, TX, funded by the International 
Fund for Animal Welfare (IFAW).  Pookie was the lone survivor of a group of big cats that were 
rescued, and used for traveling exhibits, by the owners of Pugmark Park in McKinney, TX.  
The sole surviving owner of the facility, which had closed, was diagnosed with cancer and 
sought to rehome Pookie to ensure her safety and wellbeing.  Pookie arrived at BPAS in the 
spring of 2015. 
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Breed:  AMERICAN BLACK BEAR 
 
Names / Sex / Age: 
Betsy  Female Estimated DOB:  2000 
Ben  Male  2/10/2000 
Trouble Male  Estimated DOB:  1992 
Taz  Male  Estimated DOB:  2001 
Tasha  Female Estimated DOB:  2001 
 
Cinny  Female Estimated DOB:  2007 
 
Previous Home:    Betsy was first kept as a privately owned “pet” by a man in southern 
Indiana.  She was confiscated by DNR and placed with another private owner in central 
Indiana.  DNR removed her from this second home in June 2009 and placed her permanently 
at Black Pine.   
 
Ben was part of a traveling ‘educational’ show that appeared at state fairs primarily on the east 
coast.  He was surrendered by owners due to legal restrictions on traveling and housing, as 
well as costs of care and compliance.   
 
Trouble was kept by a private owner in Warsaw, IN until illness forced his surrender and 
transfer to Great Cats of IN in 2000 when Trouble was 8 years old.  
 
Taz and Tasha were kept in a garage by a private owner in OH.  They were surrendered at six 
months of age in 2001 and went to Great Cats of IN.  The three bears were surrendered by 
Great Cats of IN to BPAS in 2011 due to health and financial issues. 
 
Cinny was confiscated and is being boarded at Black Pine for the Ohio Department of 
Agriculture. No further information is available for discussion due to the agreement. 
 
Native to:  All of Canada, many states in the U.S. Much of their range is shared with the Grizzly 
bear in parts of the northern Rockies, western Canada and Alaska. 
 
Weight:  The average black bear weighs 100-300 lbs., with males being much larger than 
females.  Betsy is quite small, and weighs an estimated 200-250 pounds.  Ben is a large male, 
weighing between 400 and 500 pounds.  Trouble, Taz, and Tasha are all average sized bears, 
weighing 350 to 450 pounds each. 
 
Life Expectancy:  25 years in the wild; up to 30 years in captivity. This is unlike the other 
animals which generally see a doubling in life expectancy in captivity. 
 
Diet:  All types of vegetation and plant materials, fish, small mammals, carrion, nuts, roots, 
leaves, corn, honey, bees.  Bears will dig up underground wasps nests to eat honey. At Black 
Pine - fresh fruits, vegetables, bread, fish. Also, the occasional pies, cookies, marshmallows 
and pastries as a special treat!  Dog food or other commercial diets may be fed seasonally in 
preparation for winter hibernation. 
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Status:  Partially protected; unregulated hunting, vandalism, or commercial exploitation for folk 
medicine and the pet trade are threats made by humans. Originally was distributed throughout 
North America, estimated 2 million in the 1500’s, now less than 200,000 exist. 
 
Facts: 
 

• Generally a solitary animal 
• A “woof” sound is made when they are startled 
• “Warbling” sounds are made when bears compete, a unique vocalization 
• A bear’s mood is indicated by the position of its head; walking with their head below 

their shoulders is likely to result in aggressive behavior 
• Generally timid, they spend most waking hours hunting for food 
• Males have a range of up to 200 square miles 
• The regular stride is about a foot long, but increases to three feet when running 
• Can reach ground speeds of up to 30 mph 
• Not a true hibernator, but in winter the bear’s body temperature drops, respiration slows, 

and the metabolic rate is depressed.  Through it all, though, they remain in a 
semiconscious state.  

• Babies are born naked and blind, weighing no more than 12 ounces 
• You can tell how old a bear is by cutting a canine tooth and counting the rings. 
• Ancient native Americans worshipped the bear because they believed they were 

immortal. In the winter they would witness them “die” and bury themselves, only to “rise 
up” again in the spring 

• Their gall bladders have recently been thought a magical “cure-all” and are one of the 
hottest items in Chinese medicine 

 
Personal History: 
 
Betsy (formerly known as “Wrigley”) was the third black bear to be adopted by Black Pine in its 
history.  Isaac and Mr. Bear were retired circus performers who lived 32 and 31 years of age 
respectively.  Both passed away after the park’s relocation in 2006. 
 
Betsy was adopted in June 2009 after an officer with the Indiana Department of Natural 
Resources called, desperate to find a final, permanent home for the lame bear.  For about the 
first six years of the bear’s life she was kept by a man in southern Indiana who reportedly used 
her as “bait” to train hunting dogs how to “bay” bear (make them stand up for easier targeting)..  
The dogs would learn the bear’s scent, behaviors, etc.  As a result of fending off this abuse 
Betsy has many missing and broken teeth, is blind in one eye, and suffered a broken front leg 
that was not treated and has left her with a permanent limp and lack of mobility. 
 
Betsy was confiscated from the abusive situation in 2007 and DNR again placed her in another 
private home where she lived with two other bears.  In 2009 their primary caregiver was found 
to have left the country, leaving the bears in the care of friends and family who were ill-
equipped and frightened, so the animals were not being properly cared for.  The two healthier 
bears were removed and sent to a sanctuary in Colorado, but with Betsy’s special needs the 
DNR asked Black Pine to give her refuge. 



Update2/28/2018 

Ben arrived in April 2010 and was adopted along with “Joey” and “Johnny”, the cougars, from 
the Great American Frontier Show.  This traveling “show” is owned by a descendent of circus 
performers/trainers.  Due to state laws that were making it difficult for the family to build a 
home-base compound in both New York and South Carolina, the animals had been living on a 
semi-trailer in portable cages for most of two years.  As another traveling season was 
approaching without a home base, the owners decided it was time to find permanent refuge for 
the aging animals.   
 
Trouble, Taz and Tasha were all among several large animals facing possible confiscation due 
to deteriorating cages and lack of resources for proper housing at Great Cats of Indiana, 
formerly a refuge, that closed to the public in early 2009.  The owner’s health issues and 
financial challenges led him to surrendering many animals, as well as having some confiscated 
by DNR as well, throughout 2009-2011.  In addition to these three black bears, BPAS adopted 
three grey wolves, a male lion, and a female cougar in 2011 as well.  In early 2012, BPAS also 
adopted the remaining two grey wolves and all other remaining animals at Great Cats were 
confiscated and re-homed, including five more big and small cats. 
 
Cinny’s case is not to be discussed with the public or media. 



 
 
 
 
 

 
 



Black Pine Animal Park 
Animal Facts 

Updated 2/28/2018 

Breed:   AFRICAN LEOPARD 
 
Names / Sex / Age: 
 
Chui  Male  Born 2001 
 
Previous Home:   Born in captivity, placed at Black Pine when 2 weeks old in September, 
2001.  Rescued from the exotic pet trade. 
 
Native to:  Africa, primarily south of the Sahara. Nearly extinct in Western Africa due to 
poaching for their pelts. The number of Black African Leopards living in the wild is unknown.   
 
Weight:   88 to 220 pounds.  Males will weigh more than females. Chui currently weighs 
around 130 lbs. 
 
Life Expectancy:  In captivity, about 16-18 years.  Around 8-10 in the wild. 
 
Diet:  In captivity, fed deer, beef and chicken.  Prey in the wild includes small to medium size 
mammals, rodents (which make up the majority of their diet at about 35%), birds, baboons, 
snakes, lizards and insects. 
   
Facts:   
 

• African leopards have long bodies and are much stockier than the sleek cheetah 
• Their spots are actually made of rosettes, not exact round spots 
• Jaguars (native to So. America) are the leopards closest relative 
• Leopard spots, when compared to the jaguar, have a more open rosette with no spot in 

the middle; jaguars have a larger head as well 
• Black leopards, also called black phase leopards, carry a melanistic gene 
• There is no such thing as a black panther, these are either leopards or jaguars 
• Black leopards can be found in Malaysia, tropical forests of southeast Asia (Asian black 

leopard), and are scarcely found in Africa.  
• At one time over 30 subspecies of leopard existed 
• The African leopard’s biggest enemy is the lion 

 
Personal History:  
 
Chui’s name means leopard in Swahili. He was adopted directly from a private breeder in 
Missouri to help assure his future would not lie in the exotic pet trade where thousands of big 
cats wind up starving, improperly housed, and posing a threat to humans.  Chui is neutered.  
He was hand-raised by members of the staff and, until the move to a new site in 2006, he was 
walked on a leash on a very regular basis.  This activity provided great enrichment, but also 
enabled keepers to build a trusting relationship that aids even today in routine medical exams 
and his daily care.  Free contact is no longer allowed for a variety of reasons all related to 
safety for the cat and humans.  Chui loves getting sprayed by the water hose, biting at the 
water much like a dog would.   Leopards are generally unpredictable, often reacting 
aggressively to strangers – hissing and growling.   Chui tends to immediately dislike most men.   
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Breed:   ASIAN LEOPARD 
 
Names / Sex / Age: 
 
China  Male  Born 2001. 
 
Previous Home:   Born in captivity, product of the pet trade. 
 
Native to:  Primarily Southeast Asia, Indochina and Java. Compared to African leopards, life 
history and exact range of the surviving Asian leopards are vaguely known. Many subspecies 
are extinct. 
  
Weight:   60 to 100 pounds.  Males will weigh more than females. China currently weighs 
around 110 lbs. 
 
Life Expectancy:  In captivity, about 16-18 years.  Around 8-10 in the wild. 
 
Diet:  In captivity, fed deer, beef and chicken.  Prey in the wild includes small to medium size 
mammals, rodents (which make up the majority of their diet at about 35%), birds, baboons, 
snakes, lizards and insects. 
   
Facts:   
 

• Called the “Super Cat” 
• Leopards are the most athletic of the world’s great cats 
• Excellent climbers and can carry 3 times their weigh up a tree 
• Spending most of their time in trees, easy prey like baboon are caught 
• Leopards are very quiet hunters 
• They can reach speeds of 40 mph, can jump 30 ft. horizontally, 10 ft. vertically 
• Leopards are solitary and nocturnal, though they will hunt at anytime 
• Leopards can go for long periods of time without water, living off the moisture from 

feeding off their prey 
• Seeing a leopard (African or Asian) in the wild is very rare due to their elusive lifestyle 

and camouflaged fur.  
• The Asian leopard’s main predator is the tiger 
• Leopards make high pitched mewling sounds similar to domestic cats 

 
Personal History:  
 
China was adopted directly from a private breeder in Missouri to help ensure his fate would not 
lie in the hands of a private owner.  China was named in honor of his Asian heritage and is a 
bit more laid back than Chui. China, unlike Chui, does not like getting wet. Only on extremely 
hot days will you see him lounging in water, but only for a few minutes. China is an observer 
and typically unaffected by strangers.  However, like all leopards, he is very unpredictable and 
will exhibit aggression towards people on occasion.   
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Breed:   GRAY FOX  
 
Names / Sex / Age: 
 
Malibu  Female Born 2009 
 
Previous Home:  Surrendered by a private owner. 
 
Native to:  North America. 
  
Weight:   6 to 15 pounds. 
 
Life Expectancy:  In captivity, up to 15 years.  6-10 years in the wild. 
 
Diet:  In captivity, meat, fruit, vegetables, bread, canine diet.  Prey in the wild includes small 
mammals and vegetation. 
   
Facts:   
 

• Originates in the desert southwest. 
• Has existed for 3.5 millions years, according to fossil record. 
• Bred in captivity for the fur and pet trades. 
• Though smaller, in some ranges they dominate the red fox. 

 
Personal History:  
 
"Malibu" was born in captivity and purchased to be kept as a pet.  When her male mate was 
killed by a native coyote her owner made the decision to surrender her to Black Pine, having 
been unable to locate another male mate to purchase and worried for Mailbu's long-term safety 
and well-being.  She arrived at Black Pine in September 2012 and was quickly introduced to 
"Ozzie", an arctic marble (red) fox, and later to Roxy and Fiero. 
 
In 2016, Malibu was moved into her own ‘private’ habitat due to in-fighting primarily with Roxy, 
the other female. 
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Breed:  BOBCAT 
 
Names / Sex / Age: 
Walter  Male  Born 2004. 
Thunder Male  Born 2003. 
 
Previous Home:  Thunder was surrendered by a private owner.  Walter was captive-born and 
privately owned before being recovered by Animal Control in South Bend, IN from a city park. 
  
Native to:  All of America and Northern Canada. 
 
Weight:  13-24 lbs.; some reach as much as 40 lbs. 
 
Life Expectancy:  10 years in the wild; up to 30 years in captivity. 
 
Diet:  Rabbits, hares, rodents, sheep, deer, and birds.  Venison, beef, pork and poultry at Black 
Pine. 
   
Status:  Good. Hunting and trade of the bobcat is regulated, and protected in some parts of its 
range. Populations are rising in Indiana. 
 
Facts 
 

• Most common wildcat in the USA 
• Bobcats evolved from the Siberian lynx, while the North American lynx evolved from the 

Eur-Asian lynx 
• They are solitary and nocturnal. In the winter though, when food is scarce, they will hunt 

during daylight 
• Males may defend territory up to 40 square miles 
• 2-3 females will share a territory with one male 
• Bobcats, like cougars, bury food in debris to save it 
• The term  “bobcat” comes from its stumpy tail 
• Bobcats are good swimmers 
• The further north the cat lives, generally the larger the size 
• Although many people believe they hear bobcats “howling” in the woods, chances are 

good the sounds from a screech owl 
• They urinate and defecate in water to cover their scents 
• When hunting they walk with their back feet in the tracks of their front feet to hide their 

tracks 
• Bobcats can be born either all white or all black, based on genetics 
• Bobcats have very sensitive hearing and smell like a canine.  

 
Personal History: 
 
Walter was found wondering in a public park near South Bend and was taken in by Animal 
Control, who then called Black Pine.  He had obviously been someone’s pet because of his 
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friendly nature and lack of fear of humans.  He was only a cub at about 8-9 months of age 
when he was captured and relocated to Black Pine.  In the years since his arrival visitors have 
reported knowing who is previous owners were, and that they did not go out searching for him 
when he escaped because they owned him illegally. 
 
Thunder was surrendered by private owners in Fremont, IN in 2013.  He came from a loving 
home where he was well cared for, however his owners could no longer afford the costs of diet 
and veterinary care when one was laid off from work.  
 
Walter and Thunder were introduced to a shared living space in late 2015. 
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Breed:  SAVANNAH CAT  
 
Names / Sex / Age: 
 
Hoss  Male  Born 7/5/05 
 
Previous Home:  Surrendered from foster home, living with veterinary technician. 
 
Native to:  Captivity only. 
  
Weight:   Varies from 7 to 30 pounds. 
 
Life Expectancy:  Up to 20 years. 
 
Diet:  Carnivore diet. 
   
Facts:   
 

• The first Savannah cat was produced by artificial selection in 1986, a cross between an 
African serval and a Siamese cat. 

• The breed was accepted as a “standard” in 2001. 
• F1’s (first generation hybrids) are difficult to produce; many abort due to different 

gestation periods between the exotic and domestic species.  F1’s are up to 75% serval. 
• Hoss is an F2 (second generation) hybrid, about 25-35% serval. 
• Male Savannahs are typically sterile until at least five generations “in”. 
• Though statistics don’t really exist, BPAS has had others corroborate issues such as 

Hoss’s sinus problems.  Hybrids often have genetic defects. 
• Some regions of the U.S prohibit ownership of Savannah cats as “exotics”. 
• Australia has banned the import of Savannahs due to concerns for the introduction of 

aggression and large size into feral cat populations. 
 
Personal History:  
 
Hoss was purchased from a private breeder and quickly exhibited problems with his sinuses.  
After surgery and multiple rounds of medications, with on response, the cat was surrendered 
by his owner to the veterinarian providing the cat’s care.  The vet, allergic to cats, ultimately 
gave up Hoss to an employee who “fostered” him until a new home could be found.  During 
foster care the cat continued having problems with nasal drip, began marking his territory, 
refused to consistently use a litter box, and ultimately nearly killed the family’s pet Chihuahua.  
As a result, Hoss was moved into a 6x10’ kennel in a garage where he lived until Black Pine 
gave him refuge.   
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Breed:   AFRICAN SERVAL  
 
Names / Sex / Age: 
 
Bushido Male  Born 1998. 
Josey  Female Born 2011. 
 
Previous Home:   Surrendered by private owners. 
 
Native to:  Africa, widely distributed south of the Sahara Desert.  Usually found on the 
Savannah. 
  
Weight:   Males up to 45 pounds; females up to 25 pounds. 
 
Life Expectancy:  In captivity, up to 20 years.  8-10 years in the wild. 
 
Diet:  In captivity, fed deer, beef and chicken.  Prey in the wild includes rodents, birds, hares, 
reptiles, insects, fish, frogs. 
   
Facts:   
 

• It is believed cheetahs descended from servals 
• Melanistic (black) servals are quite common in some areas of Africa 
• Only four “white” servals have ever been recorded, three born in captivity in the U.S. 
• Longest legs of any cat, relative to body size 
• Nocturnal 
• 50 mph ground speed; 6-10 foot vertical leap; 12 foot horizontal leap 
• Can catch birds in mid-flight 
• Successful hunter about 50% of the time, compared to about 10% for other cats 
• “Threatened” species 
• Historically kept as pets, originating with ancient Egyptians who worshipped the cats 

 
Personal History:  
 
Black Pine was asked to adopt Bushido as his owner became more and more concerned for 
the safety of her grandchildren and volunteers working at her wildlife refuge, Seven’s Heaven, 
in Pierceton, IN.   
 
She had kept the cat in her home for 11 years, then moved him to an outdoor habitat for a 
more naturalistic environment.  She felt a habitat in the woods at Black Pine would be an 
improvement for the cat.  He is very aggressive, which is not at all unusual for a male serval.  If 
servals do bond with a human, they will do so only once, with one person.  Bushido has a 
nervous habit of biting his tail. 
 
Josey was surrendered by a private owner from West Virginia when, after acquiring the young 
cat, he was called to move back to Washington to tend to ill relatives and could not take the cat 
with him. 
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Breed:  AFRICAN LION 
 
Names / Sex / Age:   
Mufasa Male  Born 1996. 
Africa  Female Born 6/xx/12. 
 
Previous Home:  Mufasa was confiscated from Great Cats of Indiana, a roadside pseudo-
sanctuary, in June 2011.  Africa was surrendered (under a deadline ordered by USDA) from 
Stapp’s Circle S Ranch in Greensburg, IN in September 2015. 
 
Native to:  Africa, primarily in the Serengeti 
 
Weight: 350-550 pounds.  (Mufasa weighs about 550 pounds; Africa about 215.) 
 
Life Expectancy:  8-10 years in the wild, 15-20 in captivity. 
 
Diet:  In the wild, wildebeest, zebra, impala, antelope and gazelle.  At Black Pine deer, beef, 
pork and poultry. 
  
Status:  Vulnerable but protected in various preserves.  Asiatic lions are endangered. 
 
Facts: 
 

• Known as the King of Beasts, it is the largest African carnivore 
• Social and territorial they live in family groups called a pride 
• Young males stay with the family until about 2 years of age 
• Females remain with their pride for life 
• Females share responsibility of raising babies and do most of the hunting 
• Lions have very good acceleration, but little stamina 
• Lions will surround their prey from all angles and actually hunt with strategy 
• Lions are also one of the biggest scavengers in Africa, besides the hyena 
• Lions spend a majority of their day sleeping, about 20 out of the 24 hours 
• Lions will communicate with other lions by roaring to establish territories 
• On the plains of Africa a lion’s roar can be heard as far as five miles away 
• If a male lion is castrated, his mane will fall out.   
• Lions communicate using the dark haired tufts of fur on the ends of their tails 
• Lions greet each other by rubbing their heads and foreheads together and releasing 

odors from scent glands 
• The biggest threat to lions is human over population and expansion 
• Over 12,000 years ago, lions roamed a larger area than any other mammal besides 

man 
 
Personal History: 
 
Mufasa was allegedly used as a beach “photo baby” in Mexico before being given refuge at 
Great Cats of Indiana.  In 2009, Great Cats chose not to renew their federal exhibitor’s license, 



which ended visitation (and diminished income).  Mufasa was ordered rehomed by the DNR in 
2011 in light of unsafe caging.  By 2012, all the animals at Great Cats had been voluntarily 
rehomed, or ordered removed, and the site closed for good.  
 
Africa was purchased by Stapp’s Circle S Ranch in 2012 to be bred (according to their 
Facebook page) presumably to produce babies routinely for “pay to play” encounters, one of 
their primary sources of income.  Africa was never bred, and was kept in a very small steel 
cage on concrete for three years.  After changes in management and health-related issues for 
owners of Stapp’s, the facility’s care declined quickly and in late 2015 USDA ordered animals 
removed.  Africa was surrendered to Black Pine. 
 
Upon her arrival, the three-year-old cat was emaciated, filthy, and had trouble walking.  Her 
back legs seemed “fused” and she couldn’t step over objects or operate her back legs 
independently.  After about 45 days of proper diet, supplements, and clean living, she fully 
recovered.  Her issues were deemed related to malnourishment and lack of space to exercise.   
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Breed:   COUGAR 
 
Names / Sex / Age: 
Timber Male  Born 9/25/12 
 
Previous Home:   Timber was acquired by a state park in OH, then surrendered in 2016 to the 
Ohio Department of Agriculture (ODA) in lieu of new laws; he was then placed at BPAS by 
ODA. 
 
Native to:  From the Canadian Yukon south to the southern Andes mountains; in the U.S., 
primarily in western states, however individual confirmed spottings have been made recently in 
Michigan, Indiana, Maine, and New Hampshire as well. 
  
Weight:   Males up to 200 pounds; females up to 140 pounds. 
 
Life Expectancy:  In captivity, up to 20 years.  8-10 years in the wild. 
 
Diet:  In captivity, fed deer, beef and chicken.  Prey in the wild includes mule deer, whitetail 
deer, elk, moose, sheep, horses (in Arizona), rodents, rabbits and hares.   
   
Facts:   
 

• Western cougars are not endangered 
• Florida Panthers and Eastern cougars are endangered 
• Can kill even very large moose 
• Puma, mountain lion, cougar, catamount, panther are all the same cat 
• Holds a Guiness world record for having the most names of any species 
• There never has been a documented, confirmed “black” cougar 
• Vertical leap: 18 feet; horizontal leap up to 40 feet; 35-45 mph ground speed 
• Largest range of any land animal in the Americas 
• From 1890 to 2004 there were 20 confirmed human deaths from wild cougar attacks 
 

 
Personal History:  
 
Black Pine has cared for many cougars since the late 1980’s. A male and female pair were the 
first “exotic” animals to find refuge at Black Pine. Their offspring, Scarlet and Pinky, and more 
to follow, including Joey, Johnny, and Meira, all lived out their lives here. 
 
Timber was acquired as a cub to replace a previous ‘exhibit’ cougar that had passed away at 
the Hueston Woods State Park in Ohio in 2012.  He remained there, well cared for, until 
officials surrendered him to the state when they were not compliant with new laws, and opted 
not to make the changes necessary to become compliant.  He is fully clawed – the first of any 
cougars at Black Pine in many years. 
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Breed:   BENGAL TIGER 
  INDO-CHINESE TIGER 
  SUMATRAN TIGER 
  AMUR (SIBERIAN) TIGER 
 
Names / Sex / Age: 
Taz  Male  Bengal  Born 1997 
Ticha  Female Amur   Born 1998 
Top Cat Male  Sumatran  Born 2010 
Millie  Female Indo-Chinese  Born 2010 
Cita  Female Bengal  Born 2000 
Jai  Female Bengal  Born 2000 
Eragon Male  Unreported  Born 2006 
Luna  Female Bengal  Born 2000 
Nefertiti Female Unreported  Born 2003 
Pookie Female Amur   Born 2000 
 
 
Previous Homes:   
Taz, Ticha, Delilah(RIP 2017) and Sammie (RIP 2016) and Ticha were surrendered by Tiger 
Paw Rescue in Ashland, OH in 2012. 
 
Top Cat and Millie were surrendered by Heaven’s Corner in West Alexandria, OH. 
 
Cita and Jai were born at the founder’s original site in 2000, before a no-breeding policy was  
adopted.   
 
Eragon and Nefertiti were among 75 cats removed from a breeder/zoo compound in CO after 
the owner voluntarily sold the facility to Turpentine Creek Wildlife Refuge (a peer sanctuary). 
 
Luna, Darly (RIP 2014), and Montrose (RIP 2015) were rescued from squalor at a former 
breeding facility in Flat Rock, Indiana following a DNR raid.       
 
Pookie was surrendered by the former Pugmark Park owner in McKinney, TX when she was 
diagnosed with cancer. 
 
Native to:  India and scattered throughout southeast Asia. 
  
Weight:  Usually 300-575 lbs.  The heaviest recorded tiger was a Siberian, weighing 1025 
pounds.  Most of Black Pine’s residents weigh between 300 and 400 pounds. 
 
Life Expectancy:  10-15 years in the wild, 15-22 in captivity. 
 
Diet:  Wild boar, monkeys, buffalo.  At Black Pine - Deer, beef, pork, and poultry. 
   
Status:  Critically endangered, with estimates of 1,500 – 2,000 Bengal tigers in the wild.  Some 
estimate as many as 20,000 live in captivity in the U.S. alone.  At one time there were 8 
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subspecies of tigers.  Today only the Bengal (most common), Indochinese, Malayan, 
Sumatran, and Amur (Siberian) survive.   
 
Facts: 
 

• Tigers are the largest members of the cat family 
• They are solitary and nocturnal and can run 35 mph, but only for a few seconds 
• Tigers don’t chase their food, they sneak up very quietly, slowly, and pounce! 
• Tigers will not attack face to face 
• Color of coat, and size, distinguish one subspecies from one another 
• Only Bengal tigers can carry a melanistic (heterozygous) gene which can make their 

color lighter, or white.  A white tiger is born of a gene mutation, by in-breeding. 
• A tiger’s stripes are their fingerprints, no two tigers have the same pattern 
• Mating is usually in spring.  Gestation is about 15 weeks, with 1-4 cubs born 
• If a tiger in the wild loses their canine teeth they will starve to death 
• They do not like excessive heat, and will lie in pools of water 
• The roar of a Bengal tiger can be heard up to 2 miles away 
• A tiger’s “purr” is called a “chuff”, and only occurs when breathing out 
• They can consume up to 65 pounds of meat a night 
• Unlike other cats, tigers will still eat meat that has begun to putrefy 
• Tigers have an organ on the roof of the mouth called the Jacobson’s organ. They use 

this as an olfactory sense, it allows them to taste smells 
• Tigers are lions’ closest relatives, without their coats, lion and tiger bodies are very 

similar. Only scientists can tell them apart. 
 
 
Personal History: 
 
Taz, Ticha, Delilah (deceased 2017) and Sammie (deceased) were surrendered by Jose and 
Denise Flores, owners and operators of Tiger Paw Rescue Center in Ashland, OH in late 2012 
in light of new legal regulations that made it too costly to continue operating.  Three other cats 
were also surrendered earlier in 2012 by Tiger Paw to two other peer sanctuaries. 
 
Top Cat and Millie arrived on Labor Day 2013, surrendered by Heaven’s Corner, a small 
unaccredited roadside zoo in West Alexandria, OH due to mounting pressure under changing 
laws. 
 
Cita and Jai where born at Black Pine February 2, 2000.  Their mother was India, who passed 
away from cancer in 2009, at 18 years of age.  Their father was Caesar, a retired circus 
performer who passed away September 30, 2006, at 19 years of age.  These cats were born 
prior to the adoption of a no-breeding policy.  Many visitors will recall interacting with these 
cats when they were still very young.  They were the last cubs born at the park. 
 
Eragon and Nefertiti were re-homed in collaboration with Turpentine Creek Wildlife Refuge and 
with assistance from Exotic Feline Rescue Center in a huge undertaking to pare down the 
population at a roadside zoo and prolific breeder’s facility in Callahan, CO, called Serenity 
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Springs. 110 animals were living in a space deemed appropriate for about 20 big cats. 75 
wildcats were relocated to 18 sanctuaries across the nation, funded by Tigers in America. 
Eragon was born at T.I.G.E.R.S. in Myrtle Beach, SC, one of several facilities infamous in the 
sanctuary community for prolific breeding for the purposes of exploitation and under the guise 
of “conservation”. Nefertiti was born at Serenity Springs. A third cat, Sumadi, arrived safely to 
Black Pine but was euthanized a couple of days later suffering in end-stage renal failure. Other 
cats among those rescued also died or were euthanized as the result of poor health and 
inadequate healthcare at Serenity Springs. 
 
Luna and Darly & Montrose (both RIP) were rescued in October 2005 from a private, run-down 
breeding facility in Flat Rock, Indiana.  The cats were among 37 large animal officials 
attempted to seize after the owner’s USDA license was revoked and he was charged $25,000 
for violations against the Animal Welfare Act.  Officials attempting to rescue the animals were 
halted by a court order.  A few days later Black Pine worked directly with the owner to help as 
many cats as possible, and though only anticipating adopting two, three were saved from the 
horrific conditions they were living in.   
 
Due to those poor conditions, the cats came to the park underweight, parasite infested and 
with tooth problems. The tigers adjusted well to the move and have largely recovered, though 
they will require dentistry work down the road.  Montrose and Darly were not housed together 
before coming to Black Pine, but personalities and age allowed a successful introduction.  
Luna, however, remains more content alone.  At the time of the rescue Luna was terribly 
traumatized.  During the transport to the park she was very violent and aggressive.  Within a 
few months she developed a trust of her new keepers and is today one of the most responsive 
to keepers. 
 
Darly (RIP), Montrose (RIP) and Luna are among the victims featured in the documentary film 
The Tiger Next Door, released in 2009, profiling private owner Dennis Hill and other stories of 
abuse and neglect of exotic animals in the U.S. 
 
Pookie arrived via transport from In-Sync Exotics in Wylie, TX, funded by the International 
Fund for Animal Welfare (IFAW).  Pookie was the lone survivor of a group of big cats that were 
rescued, and used for traveling exhibits, by the owners of Pugmark Park in McKinney, TX.  
The sole surviving owner of the facility, which had closed, was diagnosed with cancer and 
sought to rehome Pookie to ensure her safety and wellbeing.  Pookie arrived at BPAS in the 
spring of 2015. 
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Breed:   RED FOX  
 
Names / Sex / Age: 
 
Ozzie  Male  (arctic marble – b&w) Born 2011. 
Roxy  Female (marble)  Born 2012. 
Fiero  Male  (silver)  Unknown, arrived 2011. 
 
Previous Home:  Ozzie was confiscated from a city home in Elkhart, IN; Roxy was surrendered 
by a private owner in TN; Fiero was recovered by DNR abandoned/lost in Whitley County, IN. 
 
Native to:  North America. 
  
Weight:   6 to 20 pounds. 
 
Life Expectancy:  In captivity, up to 15 years.  6-10 years in the wild. 
 
Diet:  In captivity, meat, fruit, vegetables, bread, canine diet.  Prey in the wild includes small 
mammals and vegetation. 
   
Facts:   
 

• The various color “morphs” seen in the fur and pet trade don’t typically occur in nature. 
• Man can artificially select mates and produce up to 80 color morphs. 
• Fox urine and feces smells like skunk. 
• Foxes are skittish, shy, and very active. 
• The pet trade began to explode following articles about domesticated Russian foxes. 

 
Personal History:  
 
Ozzie was the first fox to arrive, confiscated by Animal Care in Elkhart.  After staying 
temporarily at their facility, he was moved to a local humane society.  Due to strong odors and 
unpleasant work conditions for employees, Ozzie was moved again to a wildlife rehabber.  By 
state law, however, a wildlife rehabber cannot keep an animal permanently, so Ozzie was left 
in need of a home again.  That is when Black Pine agreed to give him permanent refuge.  He 
was just seven months old when he arrived. 
 
Roxy was surrendered by private owners in Tennessee after a young man purchased her at an 
animal sale, not realizing it was illegal to keep her at his suburban home.  After being rehomed 
twice to local rescue centers, the owner was unhappy with the conditions and took the animal 
back – twice.  Finally, Black Pine was approved for Roxy’s “forever home”. 
 
Fiero was reported in a neighborhood at Crooked Lake in Whitley County, IN, as abandoned or 
lost.  DNR safely captured the animal and after finding no permitted owners missing their pet, 
he remained at Black Pine permanently. 
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Breed:   GRAY WOLF 
  Aka Timber wolf 
 
Names / Sex / Age: 
 
Beo  Male  Born 2009. 
Trio  Female Born 2011. 
Six  Male  Born 2011. 
 
Previous Home:  Beo and Trio were all surrendered by Great Cats of Indiana.  Six was 
confiscated by White County Animal Control from Great Cats of Indiana. 
 
Native to:  North America. 
  
Weight:   60 to 130 pounds. 
 
Life Expectancy:  In captivity, up to 15 years.  6-10 years in the wild. 
 
Diet:  In captivity, meat, fruit, vegetables, bread, canine diet.  Prey in the wild includes small 
mammals and vegetation. 
   
Facts:   
 

• Gray wolves once lived in every U.S. state except Hawaii. 
• Wild populations are “endangered” in most of the 48 states. 
• Indiana does not regulate the keeping of hybrid canines. 
• A six month old wolf pup is said to have the intelligence of a six-year-old dog. 

 
Personal History:  
 
"Mono" (deceased 2017), "Beo", and "Trio" arrived at BPAS in 2011.  These siblings were 
among six family members living at Great Cats of Indiana when it closed in 2009.  Due to a 
lack of financial and human resources, the facility began finding new homes for many animals, 
including these, to ensure their long-term care. 
 
Approximately 18 months after the arrival of the three wolves, Black Pine learned two 
remaining pack members (one had passed away by then) were confiscated from the 
deteriorating facility and had been taken to a peer sanctuary, Exotic Feline Rescue Center.  
After a quick phone call it became clear that all involved were excited to reunite the pack 
permanently to Black Pine. 
 
Within a couple of weeks the father of the pack, "Nanook" (deceased 2012) and the youngest 
brother, "Six" were brought to BPAS.  After a month-long quarantine period, during which the 
animals received treatments for parasites and malnourishment, they were reunited with the 
rest of the family.  
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Breed:  NORTH AMERICAN ALLIGATOR 
 
Names / Sex / Age: 
Male  Gus  Born 2002. 
 
Previous Home:  Privately owned pet. 
 
Native to:  Southern United States in lakes, swamps, and other freshwater and brackish 
waterways. 
 
Size:  Males 11 to 14 feet; females 8 to 10 feet at adulthood.  
 
Life Expectancy:  Up to 50 years. 
 
Diet:  Fish, snails, snakes, frogs, mammals.  At Black Pine boneless venison or beef, and/or 
poultry. 
   
Status:  Once on the verge of extinction, today alligators are still listed as “threatened” primarily 
because they look so similar to the endangered American crocodile.   
 
Facts: 
 

• Official state reptile of Florida 
• The largest reptile in North America 
• Hunted for skin and meat, but typically raised in captivity for food industry 
• Can only tolerate saltwater for brief periods of time 
• Male will occupy areas as large as two square miles in the wild 
• Bright yellow stripes appear on the tail of juveniles, while adults have dark stripes 
• Nostrils are raised so the animal can remain mostly submerged 
• Use a “death roll” to bite then tear apart prey, violently tearing apart to bite size pieces 
• Muscles that close jaws are very powerful, but a man can easily hold the jaws shut 
• Can go through 2,000 – 3,000 teeth in a lifetime; about 80 at any one time in the mouth 
 

Personal History: 
 
Gus was originally purchased in an exotic pet store in southern Indiana.  He was kept in a 
bathtub in a fraternity house in Bloomington while his owner attended Indiana University.  After 
college, the owner returned him to the pet store where Gus lives until he was 5’ long.  In 
Indiana, any crocodilian over five feet long requires a permit, and the pet store did not have the 
proper housing to be issued a permit.  
 
Black Pine’s reptile house was designed with Gus in mind.  As soon as the building was 
completed in 2008 Gus was relocated. 
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Breed:   SULCATA TORTOISE 
Also known as AFRICAN SPURRED TORTOISE 
 
Names / Sex / Age: 
Puff  Male  Unknown, arrived circa 2003. 
Coco  Male  Unknown, arrived circa 2003. 
 
Previous Home:   Private homes.   
 
Native to:  Southern edge of the Sahara, Africa; Now sold in America in pet stores 
 
Size:  30 inches in length and weighing up to 200 pounds when full-grown. 
  
Life Expectancy: 80-100 years! 
 
Diet:  Vegetarian, fresh grass, edible flowers, clover, cactus fruits, collard, mustard, turnip, 
dandelions, romaine lettuce.   At Black Pine, grass hay, romaine lettuce and other leafy dark 
greens, and a few veggies. 
 
Facts:  
 

• The sulcata is the largest of the African land tortoises, and are surpassed only by the 
Galapagos and Aldabra tortoises in size 

• Growth rings are visible, indicating age, in the tortoise’s shell 
• Mature males typically develop scales in the front that overlap on their legs 
• Spurs round on the back legs are not known to serve any purpose 
• Males have a slightly longer, thicker tail and more conclave underside 
• During breeding time, males are known to become quite aggressive towards one 

another, often ending up with bloody limbs and sometimes death 
• They can grow from palm size to 45 lbs in less than 15 years 
• When conditions are too hot, or too cold, they will burrow 
• Sulcatas get excited just before it rains, and run around 
• Tortoises hiss, croak, grunt and whistle.   
• Sulcata tortoises do not hibernate 
• Tortoises do not swim, they sink 
• All tortoises are turtles, but not all turtles are tortoises 
• Tortoises like to climb 
• Some Africans regard the sulcata as a mediator between men and the gods, and they 

are therefore kept in villages to intercede between the head of the village and their 
ancestors.  In Senegal, sulcatas are a sign of virtue, happiness and longevity.  This 
respect has protected them for centuries from human dangers.  

 
Personal History:  
 
Cocoa and Puff were both surrendered by private owners who didn’t realize how large they 
would grow, how much they would eat, and how much space they would need.  Sulcata 
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tortoises remain the number one species of animal Black Pine is asked to adopt, largely due to 
the lack of knowledge people have before purchasing them in pet stores. 
 
Cocoa and Puff have more than doubled in size since they arrived. 
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Breed:   RED-FOOTED TORTOISE 
 
Names / Sex / Age: 
Footloose  Male  Unknown; arrived circa 2008. 
Haley   Female Hatched 2009. 
 
Previous Home:   Private homes. 
 
Native to:  Extreme southern Central America, and central and northern South America, as 
well as Trinidad.  Introduced into the West Indies. 
 
Size:  10 to 14 inches on average.  Up to 20 pounds. 
  
Life Expectancy:  40-50 years. 
 
Status:  Protected - Listed in Index II of CITES 
 
Diet:  Dark green leafy plants, fruits, vegetables, carrion (in the wild). 
 
Facts:  
 

• Mature males have longer, wider tails than females 
• Named for the red spots on the legs and feet 
• Largest threat is the overhunting of man; during holy week they are consumed in huge 

numbers; they are hunted and shipped to many different South American cities, sold as 
a delicacy 

• Tortoises do not swim, they sink 
• All tortoises are turtles, but not all turtles are tortoises 
• Tortoises like to climb 

 
Personal History:  
 
Footloose was originally acquired to sell in a local pet store.  The store’s policy, however, 
prevented them from selling the animal because he was not “perfect”.  A malformed back leg 
meant he could not be sold.  An employee at the store offered to adopt the animal and kept 
him for about five years.   
 
As Footloose grew he became too large for the owner to continue to care for him.  Black Pine 
agreed to adopt him upon the completion of the new reptile house in 2008.   
 
Haley was purchased in a pet store but due to a “lack of devotion” from a family with very 
young children he was surrendered. 
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Breed:  IGUANA 
 
Names / Sex / Age: 
Iggy  Unknown Unknown, arrived in 2016. 
 
Previous Home:  Iggy (short for Iggysaurus) was surrendered by a father and young son who 
won the animal playing a carnival game at New Haven Canal Days in 2016. 
 
Native to:  Tropical America, all the way to southern Brazil. 
 
Weight:  Up to 9 pounds. 
 
Life Expectancy:  Late teens or longer. 
 
Diet:  Leaves, berries, fruits, and plant material. 
   
Facts: 
 

• Mature at 3 years, iguanas can reach 6’ in length as adults 
• They have large rows of sharp teeth and can easily break a human’s arm by whipping 

their tail 
• Their tail is up to 3 times as long as their body 
• Great climbers, even being heavy, they can maintain good balance on even the most 

slender branch.  If disturbed, it can drop to the ground and dart away.   
• Water is the green iguana’s safest habitat and it will plunge from an overhanging branch 

and remain submerged for several minutes until danger has passed. 
• Iguanas can stay under water for up to 30 minutes 
• They forage for food from the forest floor to the canopy – as high as 100 feet from the 

ground. 
• If an iguana suffers a tail break (severed or broken off) it may not grow back; it depends 

on animal’s age (younger animals have a better chance), health, and location of the 
break.   

 
Personal History: 
 
Black Pine has provided refuge to many iguanas over the years, including a long-lived male 
named Zilla. LaRita and Sarge also lived out their lives at the sanctuary.  
 
The father of a young son (8-9 years old) asked to rehome this very young animal when it was 
only about 6” long. They won it playing a carnival game at New Haven Canal Days in 2016. 
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Breed: BALL PYTHON 
 
Names / Sex / Age: 
Wilson Male  Born 2001. 
Dave  Male  Born 2013. 
 
Previous Home:   Both from private homes.  Wilson was adopted by Black Pine in winter of 
2003.  Dave arrived in 2014. 
 
Native to:  West & Central Africa.  Bred in captivity in the United States, & imported 
(approximately 60,000 annually) to the United States. Virtually all are exported from the 
countries of Togo and Ghana. 
 
Size:  Normally 4 feet, can reach 5-6 feet, but rarely do.  Average 10 pounds, but can weigh 
over 30. 
 
Life Expectancy:  20 - 30 years. One recorded, lived 48 years! 
 
Diet:   Amphibians, lizards, other snakes, birds, and mammals.  At Black Pine, fed small frozen 
rats, about 3-4 inches in length. 
   
Facts: 
 

• Ball Pythons get there name from their natural instinct to curl tightly into a ball 
• Also called Royal Python, in the U.K. 
• Ball pythons, like all pythons, are nocturnal 
• Ball pythons are curious, gentle, and unlikely to bite a human handler, making it one of 

the most popular species of snakes kept as pets 
• Pythons cannot un-hinge their jaws to eat their prey, so feeding something to big, can 

hurt them 
• When a python kills, it so quickly wraps itself around its prey to choke it that the prey 

has no time to react 
• Almost all snakes are known to “yawn” to re-align their jaws, but ball pythons are known 

to do it for no particular reason 
• Ball pythons are reputed to be able to go for extended periods of time without food 
• In captivity, a ball python will grow about a foot a year during the first 3 years 

 
Personal History: 
 
Wilson was adopted when displaced from a private home and his owners didn’t want to sell 
him or not know his future fate.  Dave was adopted from a private owner as well.  
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Breed:  BEARDED DRAGON 
 
Names / Sex / Age: 
Dexter  Female DOB:  2013 
 
Previous Home:  Fort Wayne Animal Care and Control; surrendered house pet. 
 
Native to:  Central Australia, semi-arid regions, and woodlands 
 
Size:  Adults up to 10” long main body, 2’ total length.  Males are larger than females. 
 
Life Expectancy:  30 years. 
 
Diet:  Insects, small mammals, vegetation.  At Black Pine, vegetables, some fruit, meal worms 
or crickets with supplements. 
   
Status:  Good, not endangered or threatened. 
 
Facts: 
 

• With a spiny outer surface, a large flap of skin forms a ‘beard’ when swollen 
• Colors can vary from browns, to grays, to even bright orange, depending on the 

environment 
• Male’s beards will turn black during courtship and mating season 
• When intimidated, dragons will flatten their bodies and stand erect with their mouth 

gaping 
• Head-bobbing is a sign of aggression 
• Submission is displayed by rotating the front legs, like a waving motion.   
• Their ability to change color helps them regulate body temperature, is used for 

concealment, and can indicate emotional state 
• A bulky body and the habit of basking allows them to store heat 
• They can also survive higher temperatures for several hours, since they can regulate 

body temperature by evaporation. 
 
Personal History: 
 
Dexter (preceded by a dragon named Louie that died in 2013) was surrendered to Fort Wayne 
Animal Care and Control.  He was re-homed to Black Pine in part because he wasn’t 
considered “adoptable” due to aggression. 



Black Pine Animal Park 
Animal Facts 

Updated 4/20/2018 

Breed:  LEOPARD GECKO 
 
Names / Sex / Age: 
Eddy  M Unknown 
Karl  M Unknown 
 
Previous Home:  Fort Wayne Animal Care and Control; surrendered house pets. 
 
Native to:  Asia, Afghanistan, northern India. 
 
Size:  Adults 8-11” long. Males are larger than females. 
 
Life Expectancy:  Up to 20 years; average captive lifespan 6-10 years. 
 
Diet:  Crickets, roaches, mealworms, moths, spiders, and other insects.  
   
Status:  Good – not listed on CITES. 
 
Facts: 
 

• Most pet geckos originate in captivity; they are not taken from the wild 
• Tails can easily break off; this is a defense mechanism; they do grow back 
• There  are many color “phases” of leopard geckos 
• Leopard geckos are unusual for having eyelids 
• A steady supply of water is essential for leopard geckos 
• Leopard geckos spend most of their time on land, not climbing 
• Males cannot be housed together; they are territorial and will fight 

 
Personal History: 
 
Eddy is named after John Edward Gray, the first zoologist on record to have discovered 
leopard geckos in 1827. 
 
Karl is named after Carl P. Schmidt, a prominent herpetologist. 
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Breed:  HONDURAN MILK SNAKE 
  
Names / Sex / Age: 
Ringo  Male  Hatched 1994. 
 
Previous Home:   A private owner. 
 
Native to:  Portions of Honduras, Nicaragua and Costa Rica. 
 
Size:  3 to 4 feet at adulthood 
 
Life Expectancy:   Up to 20 years 
 
Diet:   Rodents, small lizards, nestling snakes, birds and bird eggs.   
 
Facts: 
 

• Considered one of the largest of the milk snakes 
• Named for the myth that they would drink milk from the udders of cows, probably 

because they were prevalent in barns where many rodents lived 
• Known for their imitation of the markings of the venomous coral snake 
• They move in quick, jerky movements so their colorful bands will startle predators 
• Milk snakes eat other snakes 
• Can occur in a number of color combinations, but typically tri-colored version of 

black/red-orange/yellow-white 
• Found in medium elevations of tropical areas of their range 
• Can be prone to being nervous and biting 

 
Personal History: 
 
Ringo was displaced from his long-time private home when his owner moved and was unable 
to take him along.  His original owner was from Fort Wayne.  Ringo came to Black Pine in late 
2008. 
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Breed: BURMESE PYTHON 
 
Names / Sex / Age: 
Kamar  Male  Hatched 1995. 
 
Previous Home:   A private home.   
 
Native to:  Southeast Asia to Northeast India, Southern China and Islands in East Indies. 
 
Size:  Can reach 20 ft. in length, normally females. Males will reach 17 ft. in length. Both can 
weigh up to 200 lbs. Kamar currently is a little over 13 ft. long and weighs about 65 lbs. 
 
Status: Threatened in the wild.  Invasive populations are exploding in Florida due to private 
owners releasing their animals into the native habitats. 
 
Life Expectancy:  Can live 20-25 years in captivity. Average is around 22 years. 
 
Diet:   Amphibians, lizards, other snakes, birds, and mammals.  At Black Pine, fed non-living 
rats or rabbits, about 7-8 inches in length. 
   
Facts: 
 

• Burmese pythons are one of the world’s six largest snakes 
• They are constrictors; they kill their prey by wrapping around it tightly and suffocating it 
• Pythons have very sharp teeth that resemble hooks 
• When snakes are ready to eat, they will bask in the sun to raise their body temperature 

enough to move around and catch prey. Once they have eaten, they will continue to 
bask in the sun so their food can digest. If their body temperature is not warm enough to 
digest food, a snake can die 

• Breeding takes place in early spring where they lay 12-100 eggs 
• Females are the only snake that can raise their own body temperature to aid in nesting 

and successfully producing hatchlings 
• Burmese pythons have 400 sets of ribs 
• Most snakes only have 1 long thin lung, however pythons have 2, one larger than the 

other 
• Small heat pits in the upper lip allow them to detect heat radiations, therefore letting 

them know where prey is and if it’s too big or just right for capturing 
• Pythons have 2 rows of tail scales 
• Pythons do not have to eat often. One python, once recorded, “fasted” for 149 days and 

only lost 10% of it’s body weight 
• Snakes have an anal claw where their legs once where 
• For the first time in history, Florida established a hunting season to eradicate nonnative 

snakes from south Florida 
 
 
Recent Personal History: 
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Kamar came to Black Pine in January 2005. His previous owner cared for him for 10 years, but  
Kamar outgrew his accommodations, and his handler!.  At Black Pine, a handling protocol was 
established that requires a minimum of two handlers due to Kamar’s length and weight.  At last 
measure he was over 13’ long.   
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Breeds / Type of Animals:  BIRDS (Arboreal/perching) 
 
Blue & Gold Macaws: 
Hagar  Male  DOB: 1997 
Buster  Female DOB: 1991 
Bonnie Female DOB: 1997 
Sammy Male  DOB: 1997 
 
Military Macaw: 
Jose  Male  DOB: 1997 
 
Green Winged Macaw: 
Blue  Female DOB: 1997 
 
Scarlet Macaw: 
Major  Female DOB: 1985 
 
Amazon Parrots: 
Ol’ Yeller Female DOB: 1957  (Double yellow-headed) 
Elliot  Male  DOB: 1997  (Blue-fronted) 
Mose  Female DOB: 1997 (Yellow-naped) 
 
Moluccan Cockatoo: 
Peaches Female DOB:  2000 
 
Umbrella Cockatoo: 
Sadie  Female DOB:  2007 
 
Senegal Parrot: 
Augie  Male  DOB:  Unknown; arrived 2001 
 
Previous Homes:  All but Bonnie were surrendered by private owners. Bonnie was surrendered 
by a park in Illinois and was a ‘performer’ in a rainforest education program.  Elliot is a former 
pet that was wild-caught. Jose may have been, too.   
 
Diet:  Commercial feed, fruits, nuts, vegetables, and seeds.   
 
Facts:   
 

• Tropical birds are the second largest illegal export from South America (behind 
cocaine). 

• Centuries ago, tropical birds were introduced into Europe as pets because of their 
vibrant colors, which brightened up the dreary, gray surroundings of Britain 

• Most parrots are sexually monomorphic, meaning they look the same whether male or 
female 

• Most parrots have to be DNA tested to determine their sex 
• Ultimately we do not know the sex of the parrots in our keep, unless females lay eggs 
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(Peaches has) 
• Parrots raised by humans mimic, but those in the wild do not 
• Macaws and cockatoos can live 60-80 years 
• Amazon parrots can live over 100 years 
• Nearly 8 million baby macaws are stolen from nests in South America annually 
• Parrots are considered one of the smartest animals on earth 
• Parrots and rabbits are the only animals that can see behind themselves w/o moving 

their head 
• Macaws rely on very specific fruits in their wild diets, and will remember one tree among 

40 acres and continually return to those fruit-bearing trees to eat 
• The pet trade value of each of the large macaws is from $800 to $1600 each 
• Cockatoos are the loudest birds on earth, screaming at about 120 decibels 
• Cockatoos are “dry” climate birds; their bodies emit a lot of “dust” that helps regulate 

their temperature 
• Bird owners often develop debilitating allergies from keeping birds, due to the ‘dust’ 

 
Personal Histories:   
 
Hagar originally was adopted along with another blue and gold macaw named “Sudsy”.  Sudsy 
later left Black Pine to pursue a new career as a performer in an educational show.  Hagar 
then paired up with “Sassy”, a scarlet macaw.  She passed away in 2007.  Hagar’s vocabulary 
includes a number of phrases, including “Hagar is a bad, bad bird”.  He also mimics laughter. 
 
Buster was adopted largely to provide another “mate” for Hagar, though the two have not 
paired up. 
 
Bonnie (and Clyde, now deceased) were adopted when a park in Illinois closed down.  They 
had been used in the park in a rainforest educational show and traveled into schools as well.  
Though didn’t seem to be a “pair”, and could have both been the same sex, though we aren’t 
sure.  Clyde passed away in early 2009 from unknown causes.  Bonnie will display her wings if 
commanded “wings!!”.   
 
Sammy’s original owner and caregiver passed away, then he endured changes in the family’s 
home.  Suffering from diminished time and attention he began plucking his own feathers out.  
This is habit-forming and so he still plucks some today, though he is much better than he was 
upon arrival.  Sammy’s vocabulary is the best of all the birds.  “Hi Sammy”, “Hello”, “How are 
you?” “Look what I got!”  “Up, step up.”  “Good bird”.  “Pretty bird”.  He sometimes seems to 
have complete conversations with himself, as he did with his former owner. 
 
Jose was adopted from a private home.  He later paired up with Blue at the park.  In recent 
years, though, the two have not remained together due to aggression issues. 
  
Blue was adopted from a private home and later paired up with Jose. 
 
Ol’ Yeller was adopted from a private home.  She is thought to be the eldest of all the birds 
living at the park, and perhaps of all the animals at Black Pine.  
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Elliott was a wild-caught bird adopted by friends of Black Pine when they lived in California.  
When Elliott developed a dislike for the man, Black Pine adopted the bird into the aviary.  
Living with other birds he is far less aggressive than he was alone. 
 
Mose was surrendered by the daughter of the bird’s original owner who had the bird for nearly 
10 years. The elderly owner passed away following a terminal illness, then her daughter kept 
Mose. The daughter found herself unable to withstand keeping the bird because it mimicked 
her mother’s voice, and the cries and moaning sounds the woman made during her last few 
months of life. It was just too much for the daughter to endure, so she sought out a new home 
for the bird. 
 
Major (and Admiral, deceased 2017) were each purchased at one week of age and kept as 
house pets in a home for over 30 years.  In 2015 they were surrendered by their elderly 
owners when the man of the household, a retired navy man (hence the birds’ names) had a 
heart attack and his wife was also facing medical challenges.  They feared they would remain 
unable to climb stairs and keep up with the birds’ care.   
 
Peaches was a much beloved house pet that was ultimately displaced when family members 
could not agree on keeping the bird and, therefore, couldn’t keep the peace.  She is a very 
nice bird as long as she is the center of attention.  Peaches gained notoriety in 2007 when, 
during a loud exchange between construction workers at the park, she let loose with some 
choice words.  When the story was shared with a member of the local media Peaches became 
front-page news.  The story of the “cursing cockatoo” made it’s way onto the national news 
wires and eventually overseas.  A Google search for “Peaches cursing cockatoo” will reveal 
the hundreds of news organizations who ran the story.  
 
Sadie was owned by a young couple who had previously bred and sold smaller birds.  She 
was a personal “pet”.  When the couple had their first baby the household was way too noisy 
and dusty with the bird, so they needed to find her a new home.  In addition to donating a very 
nice cage, toys, and supplies, they also donated previously used cages for other birds they 
once had. 
 
Augie was surrendered by a private owner due to noise, primarily.  His owner had adopted him 
into her house while working at the Fort Wayne Children’s Zoo, where Augie had been an 
education animal, but was a biter. Though much quieter than many of the larger birds at Black 
Pine, he still can be noisy!  Augie mimics sounds, and has picked up the phrase “Get your 
baby, Mae” from hearing keepers say this daily to the baboon.  He also says “pretty bird” and 
“hello”.   
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