
After turning down 
requests to take in an 
additional 25 tigers in just 
one year alone, the couple 
decided to create a 
sanctuary home for the  

(Continued on Page 5) 

“Pookie” brings the 
number of tigers enjoying 
refuge for the REST of 
their lives at Black Pine 
back up to eleven. 

This well-adjusted, 
allegedly Siberian tiger, 
recently turned 15 years 
old, according to officials 
who helped facilitate her 
relocation to Indiana in 
early June. 

A variety of reports 
indicate Pugmark Park 
began when a husband 
and wife saved a lion 
from being destroyed, and 
turned their backyard into 
a business, putting 
unwanted lions and tigers 
to work.  

Self-proclaimed “the only 
completely self-taught 
man and wife team of 

wild animal trainers in the 
U.S.”, the couple traveled 
across the country, casting 
their animals in starring 
roles in parks, shows, 
circuses, and in print and 
in film commercials.   

POOKIE MAKES HER FINAL JOURNEY 

RING-TAILED LEMURS ARRIVE 

When keepers at an 
unaccredited Indiana zoo 
were given the authority 
to make some changes to 
better lives, they decided 
it was time for Julian (left) 
and Katy to be re-homed. 

The pair of ring-tailed 
lemurs, believed to have 

come from private 
owners, had been living 
off exhibit, indoors for a 
few years in what was 
intended as a temporary 
situation.   

Determined incompatible 
with other ring-tailed  

(Continued on Page 5) 
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“Pookie” is a 15-year-old female tiger, the last big cat from the 

former Pugmark Park in McKinney, TX.  The diagnosis of a 

serious illness prompted her owner to surrender the cat. 
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daughters, Usha and Aruna, 

agree that establishing a 

“Primate House Capital 

Fund” to upgrade the 

Primate House is a fitting 

memorial to Dr. Jay.  He 

loved all of the animals 

here, but had an 

extraordinary fondness 

(which was mutual) with 

Tarzan, the 

chimpanzee, and 

the monkeys.   

Over $2,500 in 

gifts in his 

memory will be added to all 

other gifts given to help us 

complete these upgrades.   

Donate now to the 

“Primate House Capital 

Fund” at 

www.blackpine.org or by 

mail to Black Pine, P.O. 

Box 02, Albion, IN 46701.   

Be sure to select the 

appropriate fund, or 

enclose a note, to direct 

your gift. 
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installing fewer, superior 

quality “skylights”,  and re-

insulate the ceiling. 

With another winter 

looming, this first phase of 

upgrades is a top priority!  

Our budget for this portion 

of work is $10,000.  Based 

on the same technology as 

that used in the newly 

constructed Avian 

Building, we anticipate 

even more sunlight will 

be shed upon the 

residents, and significant 

reductions in heating costs.   

A recent decision to 

designate funds donated 

in memory of Dr. Jay 

Kumaran, who was Black 

Pine’s primary 

veterinarian for many 

years, has provided a 

“kick-start” to this fund 

raising effort.   

Dr. Kumaran lost his battle 

with cancer in March 2015.  

His wife, Patrice, and 

As we approach 10 years 

since we moved over 80 

residents and rebuilt their 

home from the ground up, 

we recognize the growing 

need for upgrades to the 

Primate House. 

Home to Tarzan, a 35-year-

old chimpanzee, and 11 

other non-human primates, 

as well as various small 

mammals, the Primate 

House offers year-round 

refuge from the elements.   

During the record-breaking 

winter of 2013-2014, 

propane costs approached 

$17,000.  Despite the good 

intentions of providing lots 

of natural sunlight into the 

structure to benefit the 

animals, the clear panels 

installed in the original roof 

are tough to maintain and 

allow significant heat loss. 

Thanks to newer, improved 

technology, we intend to 

upgrade the building by 

HELP US LIGHT UP LIVES IN THE PRIMATE HOUSE! 

We hope to install skylights 

like these in the Primate 

House before winter. 

GRANTS HELP TOWARDS $22,500 REPLACEMENT PROJECT 

Jay Kumaran, DVM, passed 

away in March 2015.  His 

legacy lives on with yet-to-

come upgrades to the 

Primate House. 

Mold.  A cracked floor.  

Costly maintenance on 

antiquated motors.  The 

reasons staff members have  

emphasized need for a 

newer walk-in refrigerator 

are many, not the least of 

which are concerns for the 

welfare of animals, and 

their caregivers who work 

in the food storage and 

prep unit daily. 

$6,500 has so far been 

awarded towards the 

$22,500 project budget.  

Our thanks to the Hagen 

Family Advised Fund 

($1,000), Dow Corning 

Community Fund 

($1,500), and the Noble 

County Community 

Foundation ($4,000) for 

investing in our future!   

Gifts may be made online 

to the “Walk-In Cooler 

Replacement Fund”, or 

mailed to us at P.O. Box 

02, Albion, IN 46701. 
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Two more parrots, one blue 

and gold macaw, 

“Admiral”, and a scarlet 

macaw, “Major”, were 

surrendered recently by 

their elderly owners after 30 

years, due to their own 

declining health.  Admiral 

and Major will be among 

the 17 parrots that keepers 

are anxious to begin 

introducing to their new 

space! 

A spacious outdoor, free-

flight aviary will be added 

to the Richard J. Hoffman 

Avian Building in the 

coming weeks, putting the 

final touches on a “dream 

come true”.  The features 

of this new facility will 

allow keepers to expand 

and reduce living spaces as 

birds pick and choose if 

they want to live in groups, 

pairs, or alone. 

Sometimes, the “small 

things” bring such joy to 

the keepers.  During this 

project, the selection of a 

laminate design called 

“Marco Polo” was an easy 

one, since Sammy, a 

beloved blue and gold 

macaw, loves to yell 

“Marco!” to keepers, 

awaiting their reply of  

“Polo”!  Stay tuned for 

more updates soon!  

(MORE) BIRDS TO OCCUPY NEW AVIAN HOUSE 

Sammy, and the “Marco Polo” 

countertop design. 

CRUISE-IN COMING AUGUST 15 

The 2015 Lions, Tigers, and 

Hot Rods is aimed at car, 

truck, and/or motorcycle  

enthusiasts looking for a 

reason to enjoy a day at 

Black Pine!   

Our 5th annual “car show” 

on Saturday, August 15, is a 

“cruise-in”, open to anyone 

who has a ride they love!  

No registration is 

necessary, and participation 

is free!   

Cruise in to the 4-H Park 

lawn adjacent to Black Pine 

between 9:00 a.m. and 1:00 

p.m., then check in at the 4

-H pavilion to receive a 

coupon good for 

discounted entry to explore 

Black Pine from 10:00 

a.m. until 3:00 p.m.  Enjoy 

food concessions, music, 

and fill out a People’s 

Choice ballot to 

determine the top three 

entries for the day (voting 

from 10:00 a.m. until 1:00 

p.m.) with winners 

announced at 2:00 p.m.   

Join us on Saturday, August 

15th for a “cruise-in”! 

simply click on the words 

“How to Help” on the 

menu bar and you will be 

directed to a grid that 

outlines over 20 

opportunities—many of 

them at NO COST to 

you— to help support our 

mission!  

Follow the links and 

instructions to learn how 

If you, or someone you 

know, is inspired to explore 

ways to support our 

mission, we now have a 

more “user-friendly” way 

to navigate the answers to 

that important and much-

appreciated question,  

“How can I help?” 

When you visit our website 

at www.blackpine.org 

HOW TO HELP?  LET US COUNT THE WAYS! 

your everyday purchases, 

can be made in ways that 

generate cash donations to 

Black Pine.  Download an 

app and take a walk; save 

milk caps and enter codes 

online; pick a designated 

fund and give a tax 

deductible donation.  There 

are too many ways to list 

here, so please explore!  

Have you registered your 

Kroger “community rewards” 

card online to benefit Black 

Pine?  
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conservation breeding 
program, they looked to 
find a sanctuary home 
instead. 

Ring-tailed lemurs are 
endangered natives of 
Madagascar.  Even so, they 
are prevalent in the pet 
trade as well. 

Julian was neutered before 
his arrival.  Both animals 
are doing very well! 
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POOKIE ARRIVES 

last surviving big cat, was 
surrendered to ensure her 
well-being, and to carry out 
the commitment made to 
her many years ago by her 
owners. 

Pookie endured the long 
journey from Texas to 
Indiana well and arrived 
“chuffing” as she met her 
knew keeper family.   

We want to thank the 

International Fund for 
Animal Welfare and In-
Sync Exotics for providing 
transportation and helping 
facilitate this happy ending. 

Pookie will remain in 
temporary holding adjacent 
to Dr. Sam’s clinic, where 
she will be fully examined 
before being moved into 
her permanent habitat 
soon.   

(Continued from Front Page) 

animals to live out the 
remainder of their lives.  
Pugmark Park was a no-
breeding home to the 
former performers, 
including Pookie. 

Pugmark Park closed to the 
public a few years ago.  The 
surviving co-founder was 
recently diagnosed with a 
serious illness.  Pookie, the Pookie, 15-year-old tiger 

LEMURS 

(Continued from Front Page) 

lemurs living at the zoo, 
and after being turned 
down by a number of other 
zoos for a variety of 
reasons, it was a former 
Black Pine intern whose 
kind words about the 
sanctuary and its mission 
prompted a request for our 
help. 

Winter is not the ideal time 
to move animals, so all 
involved agreed to wait 
until spring.  In late April, 
Julian and Katy, nicknamed 
“Kat” by her former 
keepers, were transported 
to their new home at Black 
Pine. 

Anticipating their arrival, 
our staff designed and 
facilitated the building of an 
all-new outdoor habitat for 
the animals to enjoy. 

A generous gift from 
Dianne Lengerich, a long-
time volunteer and board 

member, made it possible 
to expedite construction 
and build a spacious, fun 
new home for the lemurs.  
Upgrades to their indoor 
habitat, and a relocation 
and upgrade to another 
adjacent home to two 
kinkajous and a bush baby 
were also completed. 

While the history regarding 
these animals is sketchy at 
best, what is clear is that the 
keepers who were taking 
care of Julian and Katy in 
recent months recognized 
the opportunity to take 
action to right some 
apparent “wrongs”.   

We applaud their efforts.  
When it became clear that 
the only other zoos that 
might accept the animals 
would likely use them solely 
for the purpose of breeding 
to create a more profitable 
attraction, not for species 
survival measures within 
the scope of a true 

Katy, ring-tailed lemur 

The new lemur habitat has provided these deserving animals the 

opportunity to live and thrive in a way they haven’t, perhaps ever 

before. 
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treated for any found 

dental issues.  Black Pine’s 

volunteer veterinary team 

also managed blood draws 

for routine preventive care 

tests, and a partial tail 

amputation on a leopard. 

In all, the PEIVDF team 

completed 10 root canals, 

seven tooth extractions, 

two fillings, and one cap. 

We send a heartfelt thanks 

and our deepest respect to 

all who contributed to this 

effort. They include the 

PEIVDF team; Dr. Scott 

Taylor, our primary 

veterinarian, and his staff 

We hosted our second 

mission with the Peter 

Emily International 

Veterinary Dental 

Foundation (PEIVDF) on 

June 27 and 28, during 

which 15 animal patients 

were examined and treated. 

Patients included four 

tigers, two leopards, three 

bobcats, two servals, a 

Savannah cat, a rhesus 

macaque monkey, a 

cougar, and a black bear.  

All were safely sedated, 

then transported to Dr. 

Sam’s Clinic on site.  Each 

was weighed, anesthetized, 

examined, x-rayed and 

from the Kendallville 

Animal Clinic; Dr. Ryan 

Rothenbuhler, Conley & 

Koontz Equine Hospital; 

Cynthia Burns, RVT, and 

Vetamac, Inc.; Laura 

Tarwater, RVT, and 

International Veterinary 

Care; and all of the 

individual technicians, 

assistants, and others who 

rounded out the team, 

many of which monitored 

patients before, during, and 

after their exams. 

Learn more about 

PEIVDF, a non-profit 

organization, at 

peteremilyfoundation.org. 

PEIVDF MISSION SEES 15 PATIENTS IN DR. SAM’S CLINIC 

For the REST of  their lives. 

Follow Us! 

Pookie, a tiger that just arrived at 

the end of May, was the first 

patient on the table Sunday 

morning during the PEIVDF 

mission.  She had no dental 

issues! 


