
...AND THREE MORE MAKES TWELVE 

Not long after booking 
our tickets to fly to Den-
ver, CO to attend the sec-
ond Big Cat Sanctuary 
Workshop in late Octo-
ber, we received a call for 
help to assist with the 
rehoming of 110 wildcats 
and bears. 

Tigers in America (TIA), a 
non-profit organization 
founded in 2011 to sup-
port rescues of unwanted 
or abused tigers, reached 
out to us.  We are one of 
several in a network of big 

cat sanctuaries that have 
stepped up to help with 
what some believe is the 
largest such project ever. 

The animals occupied a 
former roadside zoo in 
CO where animals were 
allowed to breed and re-
produce in staggering 
numbers. 

The timing could not 
have been any better as 
we and many others from 
across the nation gathered 
for three days of discus-

sions about “best practic-
es”.  Between sessions, 
sanctuary workers from 
across the nation dis-
cussed capacity, transpor-
tation, and how to come 
together to find homes 
for animals ranging in age 
from a few weeks old to 
elderly. 

We are anticipating the 
arrival of three tigers 
sometime between 
Thanksgiving and Christ-
mas.   

Continued on Page 2 

Three adult tigers, Eragon, Sumadi and Nefertiti, are scheduled to arrive at Black Pine later 
this year to begin the REST of their lives.  The big cats are among dozens being relocated in 
what some are calling the largest captive wildcat and bear rescue operation ever.  (Photos 
courtesy of Turpentine Creek Wildlife Refuge.) 

Everyday     
Wish List: 

Copy paper 
Nitrile gloves (Med) 
Scoopable cat litter 
Eggs 
Paper towels 
Liquid hand soap 
Fresh fruit 
Stamps 

UPCOMING 

EVENTS: 

Turkey Day 

November 26 

1-4 p.m. 

Animal Enrichment Day 

December 17 

1-4 p.m. 

St. Catty’s Day 

March 18 

1-4 p.m. 
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bility of holding annu-
al workshops. 

We appreciate the support 
of the International Fund 
for Animal Welfare and 
the Global Federation of 
Animal Sanctuaries, spon-
sors of the Big Cat Sanctu-
ary Workshop. 

We are also excited to be 
working for the first time 
with TIA! 

Your gifts to help fund the 
ongoing care of three 
more big cats for the 
REST of their lives are tax 
deductible!  Learn more, 
or donate, at 
www.blackpine.org. 

 Since 2011, TIA has 
supported 38 additional 
rescues and rehomed 132 
tigers to 16 sanctuaries, 
not including those 
involved in their most 
recent project. 

Three tigers slated to 
arrive at Black Pine in 
November will benefit 
from our first 
collaboration with TIA. 
We greatly appreciate 
their support and 
tremendous advocacy for 
captive big cats.   

To learn more about 
TIA, visit 
www.tigersinamerica.org. 

Animal 

Enrichment 

Day 
Dec. 17 1-3 p.m. 

...MAKES TWELVE  

ONE OF THE “BEST” 

We are proud to join a 
roster of 16 facilities 
recognized as “the best 
tiger sanctuaries in the 
U.S.” by Tigers in America 
(TIA). 

TIA was founded in 2011 
to: 

1) Identify the best tiger 
sanctuaries in this 
country 

2) Support their rescues 
of unwanted and 
abused tigers 

3) Help them construct 
new enclosures to take 
in additional tigers 

4) Raise the awareness of 
the general public 
about this condition 

5) Solicit support from 
like-minded 

initely, until a permanent 
habitat becomes available. 

Meeting with our peers 
and collaborating to help 
animals in need was re-
warding and inspiring.  As 
a group, we moved for-
ward with four initiatives: 

1) To explore the bene-
fits of creating a for-
mal big cat sanctuary 
network. 

2) To develop a platform 
for sharing infor-
mation. 

3) To develop resources 
for joint advocacy. 

4) To explore the possi-

foundations and 
corporations 

TIA began researching 
facilities keeping tigers 
back in 2011 when cats in 
a bankrupt Texas facility 
were in jeopardy of being 
euthanized.  At that time 
they identified 130 
organizations in the U.S. 
that called themselves 
“sanctuaries”, however the 
majority were breeders, 
exhibitors, dealers, and/or 
roadside zoos—not “true” 
sanctuaries.   

TIA funded the rescue of 
seven of the tigers and 
placed them in facilities 
where they would live out 
their lives free from abuse, 
obligation to perform, or 
the risk of being sold into 
illegal trade. 

Taz (left) and Ticha were among the first cats to benefit from 
our collaboration with IFAW, recent co-sponsors of the 
second Big Cat Sanctuary Workshop. 

(Continued from Front Page) 

In order to accommodate 
all three, one will be housed 
in temporary holding indef-



 
Page 3 Volume 3, Issue 2        Fall 2016  

NEW ARRIVALS! 

native to the rainforests 
of South America, are 
likely descendants and/or 
relatives of U2 and Fiat, 
the tamarins Black Pine 
accepted from the 
University of Wisconsin 
at Madison in 2008 (now 
deceased).  All originated 
from the University’s 
behavioral research study 
program. 

This family is enjoying 
the large space that was 
once an aviary for 
resident parrots, located 
in the center of the north 
side of the Primate 
House.  Come spring, 
they will enjoy a 
secondary indoor space, 
as well as an enlarged 
outdoor habitat.   

Five cotton-top tamarins 
recently arrived to enjoy 
the REST of their lives at 
Black Pine! 

Ani, Orra, Levi, Eli, and 
Jonah shared the interior 
of a large pet taxi during 
their relatively short ride 
from Michigan City, 
Indiana, about 90 miles 
from Black Pine. 

The former residents of 
the Washington Park 
Zoo were among a 
number of animals that 
zoo management chose 
to rehome as part of their 
efforts to improve.  They 
were one of multiple 
troops living at the zoo. 

This family of 
endangered tamarins, 

Five cotton-top tamarins, ranging from two to 11 years old, 
arrived in early October, rehomed by the Washington Park 
zoo.  

NEW SMALL CAT BUILDING 

Josey and Bushido, the 
servals, and Hoss, a 
Savannah cat, will soon be 
enjoying a brand new 
winter year-round den 
building! 

With the arrival of more 
primates this year we had to 
expand accommodations to 
ensure these little cats 
would have a heated place 
to spend their winter.   

The new building, located 
adjacent to the back side of 
the Reptile House, will 
feature four lockdowns and 
a two-story living space.  
Two windows will help 
with ventilation in summer 
and warm sun rays in 
winter! This new building is 

made possible in part by a 
gift from the late Corliss 
Decker.  Our friend and 
former Black Pine volunteer 
lost a battle with cancer 
earlier this year.  It was her 
wish to give back to the 
animals she loved.  Her 
generosity also enabled us to 
build an outdoor habitat for 
Joe, the long-tailed macaque 
monkey displaced from a 
private home in January. 

With this new building, 
Africa, the lioness, will also 
have her indoor den space 
expanded to utilize the 
portion the small cats will 
soon vacate.  It’s a win-win!  
We look forward to moving 
the little cats soon. 

This new addition is dedicated in memory of Corliss Decker 

and will soon be occupied by Josey, Bushido and Hoss. 
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 2017 BENEFIT 

CALENDAR 

Our 2017 photo wall 

calendar features nearly 30 

full-color photos of Black 

Pine’s animal residents!  

Each month includes 

information about 

visitation, special events,  

and animal birthday 

reminders. 

The calendar is made 

possible by visitors with 

talent who have shared 

photos they captured 

during their visit. 

All proceeds directly benefit 

the care of the animals at 

Black Pine.  (Calendars may 

also be purchased and drop

-shipped online at 

www.blackpine.org.  Click 

on “Shop”). 

$20.00 ea. 

Gift cards can be redeemed  
for anything we offer, in-
cluding merchandise in the 
Wolf Den Gifts & Things, 
admission to visit the ani-
mals, guided sanctuary 
tours, special events, and 
Park Pal memberships.   

Cards can be “re-filled” and 
used indefinitely, similar to 
a credit card, and there is 

no expiration date! 

Each card comes in a gift 
envelope.   

Give a Gift Card that gives 
twice—every purchase 
helps save and improve 
animals lives! 

 

Minimum $10.00 

BLACK PINE & WOLF DEN GIFT CARDS 

decals will catch eyes and 

help bring awareness to 

the mission you support! 

Each decal is shipped 

with application instruc-

tions.  Decals are de-

signed to be applied directly 

to the glass on the outside 

of a vehicle.   

Size:  Approx. 5”x6” 

CUSTOM WHITE 

VINYL DECAL 

You’ve seen all the fun and 

clever white window decals 

on the back windows of  

trucks, cars and SUVs.  

Now you can join the 

crowd with a custom 

“tiger” or “bear” Black Pine 

decal! 

These high quality white 

$10.00 ea. 
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 MONKEY 

Cotton-top tamarin, spider monkey, 

rhesus macaque, lion-tail macaque, 

long-tail macaque, ring-tailed lemur, 

baboon, or bush baby.  Your 

preference:   

_________________ 

 TIGER 

Top Cat, Millie, Cita, Jai, Taz, 

Ticha, Delilah, Pookie, or Luna.  

Your preference: 

 ________________ 

 LION 

Mufasa or Africa.  Your 

preference: 

________________ 

 BEAR 

Taz, Tasha, Trouble, Betsy, or 

Ben.  Your preference: 

________________ 

 WOLF 

Mono, Beo, Trio or Six.  Your 

preference: 

________________ 

 FOX 

Malibu, Roxy, Ozzie or Fiero.  Your 

preference:  

_________________ 

 LEOPARD 

Chui or China.  Your preference:   

________________ 

 PARROT 

Macaw, cockatoo, or Amazon 

parrot.  Preference:   

________________ 

 BOBCAT 

Thunder or Walter.  Your 

preference: 

________________ 

 COUGAR 

Joey or Timber.  Your 

preference: 

_______________ 

 TORTOISE 

Sulcata tortoise or red-foot tortoise.  

Your preference: 

_________________ 

 ALLIGATOR 

“Gus” 

Adopt an Animal 
Use this form to select the type of animal you wish to honor with your purchase of a symbolic 

adoption kit.  Each kit contains a full-color 8x10” photo, personal biography, certificate of adoption, 
and a coupon for one free sanctuary visit.  Order by December 10, 2016 for delivery by Christmas. 

Please select an option at bottom to indicate how you wish us to process your order. 

 SERVAL 

Bushido or Josey.  Your preference: 

_________________ 

Please select an option: 

 If an adoption kit featuring the animal I selected as my “preference” above is not available to ship in time for 

Christmas, that’s okay.  Please ship ASAP and I understand arrival may fall after Christmas. 

 If an adoption kit featuring the animal I selected as my “preference” above is not available to ship in time for 

Christmas, but a substitution can be made for another animal in the same category, please choose a substitute for 

me. 

 If an adoption kit featuring the animal I selected as my “preference” above is not available to ship in time for 

Christmas, please contact me at ________________________ to discuss other options. 

$50.00 ea. 

10TH ANNIVERSARY SOUVENIR PHOTO BOOK 

This 16-page, 8.5x11” full-color book shares our mission from humble beginnings to 
becoming one of the most trusted and respected exotic animal sanctuaries in the nation!  
Enjoy a look into the past and present through over 100 images of the animals who 
have called Black Pine “home”.  This will be a treasured gift for any fan of our work! 

$15.00 ea. 
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The costs of feed this year 
went through the roof at 
Black Pine, exceeding budg-
et by over 53% through 
October.   

The primary reason for the 
increase in expenses is due 
to the reduced number of 
whitetail deer carcasses that 
were brought to our atten-
tion.  We have no reason to 
believe the number of ve-
hicular accidents involving 

deer have decreased, so 
have concluded the issue 
lies with a lack of awareness 
of the opportunity to help 
us feed the animals. 

We are calling on residents 
and others who pass within 
a 25 mile radius of Albion 
routinely to consider being 
a “Deer Spotter” for us.  

Visit www.blackpine.org 
and find more information 
in our Blog.   
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Some of our greatest 
accomplishments over the 
past decade have been 
made possible by legacy 
gifts.   

Legacy gifts are planned 
future donations made to a 
charity, given through a will 
or other form of 
designation.   

What better way to be 
remembered than by 
leaving behind a gift that 
will go on to save and 
improve the lives of captive 
animals? 

Our work is nowhere near 
done.  We still sadly turn 
away over 100 animal each 
year who would benefit 
from our services.  

Even if Black Pine never 
took in another animal, the 
lifespans of our current 
residents, whom we are 
dedicated to for the REST 
of their lives, require us to 
plan to be here until at least 
2080! 

If you would like to 
become a Legacy Donor, 

LEGACY GIFTS SECURE THE FUTURE 

BE A DEER SPOTTER 

PROGRAM CHANGES COMING IN 2017 

keepers a day to rest, refuel 
and refocus.     

e will also be replacing our 
former “Kids Camps” with 
new, exciting program op-
tions for kids and families  
in 2017, to be announced. 

Over winter we will also 
launch a new online reser-
vation system that will ena-
ble us to offer a wider vari-
ety of programs designed to 

satisfy a variety of 
ages and interests. 

We encourage you 
to subscribe to our 
e-Bulletins at 
www.blackpine.org, 
our Facebook 
Events, and to 
watch for updates 
on our website as 
we prepare to open next 
spring!  

We are continually evaluat-
ing our visitor and educa-
tional programs and making 
changes that benefit the 
animals while still accom-
plishing our mission to edu-
cate. 

Effective May 29, 2017, the 
sanctuary will be closed on 
Wednesdays during June, 
July, and August in order to 
give both animals and their 

please contact Lori at 260-
636-7383, via email at 
lori@blackpine.org, or 
explore the resources 
available at the Noble 
County Community 
Foundation by calling 260-
897-3335, or online at 
noblecountycflegacy.org  

There are many options 
including annuities, trusts, 
donor-advised funds, life 
insurance, retirement plan 
assets, and bequests.  
Planned gifts can provide 
significant tax savings, too! 

Throughout the compound 

guests can see dedications 

like this one to Bill and Sally 

Fackert, legacy donors. 

Drivers can call our answering service 24 hours a day, seven 
days a week, to leave critical information to help us recycle 
more deer carcasses to feed the carnivores. 



 

Professional Animal Retirement Center, Inc. 

1426 W. 300 N. 

P.O. Box 02 

Albion, IN 46701 

 

Phone 260-636-7383 

www.blackpine.org 

TID 33-1020728 

 

For the REST of  their lives. 

Follow Us! 

Feeds the 
birds for a 

week. 

Feeds the 
grazing 

animals for a 
week. 

Provides 
supplements 
to primates 
for a month. 

Provides 
kibble for 

canines for a 
month. 

$12.00        $20.00        $25.00       $35.00        $50.00        $75.00        $100.00        $500.00        $1000.00 

Feeds the 
tigers for a 

day. 

Provides 
produce for 
bears for a 

week. 

Buys one 
wellness 

exam for a 
monkey. 

Maintains 
equipment 

for a month. 

Provides 
winter heat 
for a month. 

     

    

Your Dollars at Work! 


