
Footprints 

REPTILE HOUSE EXPANSION PLANNED 

Reptiles pose a unique set 
of challenges that many of 
the other animals living at 
Black Pine do not. 

The tortoises are likely to 
outlive all of the 
mammals currently in 
residence. Each species of 
reptile has critical 
environmental needs, 
including proper levels of 
humidity, ultraviolet light,  
and specialized diet plans.  

From a visitor’s 
perspective, the reptiles 
are rarely moving (“is that 

thing alive?”), yet each 
uses the entire space it is 
provided, with spurts of 
activity. Some need more 
space to really thrive. 

Two species in particular, 
the sulcata tortoises, 
Cocoa and Puff, and the 
North American alligator, 
Gus, have outgrown their 
indoor accommodations 
in the past couple of 
years. In that time, both 
species have benefitted 
from the creation of large 
outdoor spaces they enjoy 
all summer long. 

Gus was just over five 
feet long when he arrived 
in 2008. He has doubled 
in size, and is 10 feet long 
now. He could easily live 
another 30 years. 

Cocoa and Puff have also 
grown. They now weigh 
nearly 100 pounds each 
and are just under 30” in 
diameter. They could live 
another 70 years! 

In order to properly 
accommodate them  

(Continued on Page 2 ) 

Sulcata tortoises Cocoa (left) and Puff (right), and Gus, the alligator, need more indoor space 
to accommodate them during winter when they cannot enjoy their spacious outdoor yards. 
We hope to raise $30,000 to fund the expansion of the Reptile House in 2018. 

Everyday 
Wish List: 

Disposable nitrile gloves 
Eggs 
Yogurt 
Stamps 
Copy paper 
Gift cards 

UPCOMING 
EVENTS: 

Turkey Day 
November 25, 2017 

1:00-4:00 p.m. 

Animal Enrichment Day 
December 30, 2017 

1:00-4:00 p.m. 

St. Catty’s Day 
March 17, 2018 

1:00-4:00 p.m. 
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set out within the 
sanctuary this summer, 
have us off and running to 
reach our goal! 

If you would like to 
contribute, please earmark 
your gift to the Reptile 
House Expansion Fund. 
Use the form in this 
newsletter to mail your 
gift, or contribute securely 
online at blackpine.org. 

From the website, click on 
any “DONATE” button 
to submit your tax 
deductible gift. 

Call Lori at (260) 636-7383 
for more information. 

...REPTILE HOUSE EXPANSION 

COMPOST SITE UPGRADES MADE 

other reptiles. They 
include an enlarged lock-
down space for the 
alligator (to enable keepers 
to safely secure Gus while 
cleaning) and new features 
to enable the tortoises to 
simply walk in and out of 
their indoor space as 
needed (eliminating the 
need for keepers to pick 
up and carry the heavy 
animals).  

Fundraising for the Reptile 
House Expansion Project 
has already begun. A gift 
of $10,000 from the  
W. Paul Wolf Family, and 
others contributed in bins 

Have you ever wondered 
what we do with all of the 
waste generated by the 
animals at Black Pine? We 
compost! 

Composting has been an 

(Continued from Front Page) 

for the rest of their lives, we 
are seeking donations to 
help fund an expansion to 
the Reptile House. 

In 2018, we plan to 
remodel the front portion 
of the building to better 
accommodate these 
animals. A 12’ expansion to 
the north, taking out the 
existing patio, will increase 
indoor living spaces 
significantly for the alligator 
and tortoises.  

Additional modifications 
are planned to enhance 
their care, and the care of 

integral part of the 
sanctuary’s operations for 
nearly two decades.  

In addition to regulations 
set forth by the Indiana 
Department of 

Environmental 
Management 
(IDEM), we must 
also comply with 
the Indiana Board 
of Animal Health 
(BOAH) related to 
handling large 
animal carcasses, 
such as deer and 
cows for feed.  

Earlier this year, 
we revisited our 
composting 
operation and, 
upon receiving 
recommendations 
from BOAH, set 

out to upgrade the site to 
make it more efficient and 
more environmentally 
friendly. 

Thanks to a generous gift 
from the W. Paul Wolf 
Family, we contracted the 
services of Shannon 
Concrete Construction of 
Fort Wayne to pour a new 
four-bay concrete structure. 
This structure will enable 
us to maintain up to four 
piles of organic waste, 
fueled in part by wood 
chips generated by area tree 
trimmers.  

Once one bay fills up, we 
begin composting in the 
next bay, and so on, 
allowing each pile to break 
down before removal. 

(Continued on Page 3) 

This new concrete structure was fabricated to facilitate composting of  
all organic materials generated by the sanctuary, including animal  
waste, straw bedding, leftover and soiled hay, excess food stuff, paper 
enrichment items, substrates, and more. Composting is environment-
tally friendly and can be used to manage large volumes of organic waste. 

Nearly 30 people 
participated in a “Fun-
Raiser” to benefit the 
animals hosted by Bottle 
& Bottega in Fort Wayne 
in early November. 
Participants had a great 
time painting a tiger 
inspired by an artist’s 
portrait of Princess 
Pookie. 
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DIABETIC JOE UNDERGOES TREATMENT 

developing in Joe’s little 
fingers if we tried to prick 
to check his blood. His skin 
is thicker than ours, and 
incontinence and diarrhea 
are a common symptom of 
his disease.  

Instead of taking blood to 
determine on a daily basis 
how much insulin Joe 
needs, we have instead 
begun giving a low dose 
insulin injection each day. 
Under this treatment plan, 
levels of insulin will be 
adjusted based on the levels 
of ketones that appear in 
his urine, rather than from 
indicators in blood. (Urine 
samples can be checked 
without direct contact, 
making for a more safe 
interaction between animal 
and human.) 

Joe’s treatment plan is in 
the early stage, but over 
time we will be able to 
track—and we hope, see— 
his progress.  

Few care more than the 
keepers at Black Pine! We 
applaud the advocacy and 

Joe, a twenty-year-old java 
macaque (also called a crab-
eating or long-tailed 
macaque) has suffered from 
type 1 diabetes for many 
years, we suspect. 

When Joe was removed in 
early 2015 from the back 
bedroom of a private, 
rented home, he nearly 
died. The veterinarian on 
site took great care to keep 
the fragile, emaciated 
monkey alive. More than 20 
exotic “pets”, kept illegally, 
were taken from the 
Michigan home that day.  

When we met Joe, we 
naturally wanted to do 
everything we could to help 
him cope with his disease. 
The prospects of checking 
blood and administering 
injections daily, however, 
were daunting. Monkeys are 
wild animals, and they can 
carry a number of 
infectious zoonotic diseases 
that pose a serious threat to 
humans.  

We also faced the real 
possibility of infection 

...COMPOST 

(Continued from Page 2) 
 
Once the materials “cook 
down” through 
decomposition, we can 
reintroduce the remaining 
materials back to the earth 
by clearing the material 
from the bay and spreading 
it over the ground.  

Proper composting requires 
ample “fuel” (wood chips), 
monitoring of temperature, 

and some physical 
screening to remove very 
large or dense organic 
waste, such as thick bones 
from carcasses, which are 
then discarded safely via 
garbage removal. 

We are grateful for the 
support of area tree 
trimmers, Noble County 
REMC, and others who 
help us maintain this 
operation by dumping 

wood chips at our site. 

Anyone who does work 
close by and would like to 
dump their chippings can 
access the compost site 
seven days a week between 
8:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m., and 
later during summer. 

To arrange for after-hours 
dumping, or for more 
information, call us at (260) 
636-7383. 

efforts of Katie Boyd, 
Jordan Hartleroad, and 
Kelsey Woosley for their 
success in preparing Joe to 
receive injections daily. 

It has been a long road, but 
their hard work and 
patience is paying off! 

Joe recently began receiving daily injections of insulin to treat 
type 1 diabetes.  

Since Africa’s 
arrival in 
September 
2015 (at right), she has 
blossomed into a full-fledged 
lioness (above)! She enjoys 
every day of her life to the 
fullest—stalking, pouncing, 
rolling in the grass, and 
making sure she consumes 
every ounce of every meal, 
and that no one dare try to 
take it from her! 
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 2018 BENEFIT 
CALENDAR 

Enjoy the 2018 edition of 
our photo wall calendar! It  
features nearly 30 full-color 
photos of Black Pine’s 
animal residents!  Each 
month includes information 
about visitation, special 
events,  and animal birthday 
reminders. 

The calendar is made 
possible by talented visitors 
and supporters who have 

shared their images.  

All proceeds directly benefit 
the care of the animals at 
Black Pine.   

(Calendars may also be 
purchased and drop-
shipped online at 
www.blackpine.org.  Click 
on “Shop”). 
 

$20.00 ea. 

Gift cards can be redeemed  
for anything we offer, in-
cluding merchandise in the 
Wolf Den Gifts & Things, 
admission to visit the ani-
mals, guided sanctuary 
tours, special events, and 
Park Pal memberships.   

Cards can be “re-filled” and 
used indefinitely, similar to 
a credit card, and there is 

no expiration date! 

Each card comes in a gift 
envelope.   

Give a Gift Card that gives 
twice—every purchase 
helps save and improve 
more lives! 

 
Minimum $10.00 

BLACK PINE & WOLF DEN GIFT CARDS 

and our signature black 
pine “tree logo”. 

Collect a new ornament 
each year! Your purchase 
helps us save and change 
more lives! 

This ornament is 2.5x3" 
and comes boxed with a 
message from Black Pine.  

2017 CUSTOM 
ORNAMENT 

Our 2017 solid brass 
ornament is a beautiful, 
laser-cut, three-dimensional 
design dedicated in memory 
of Sumadi, one of three 
tigers that arrived in 
December 2016, but was 
laid to rest a short time 
later, due to renal failure. 

The design also 
incorporates a wolf, macaw, 

$12.00 ea. 
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NEW DESIGN! 
VEHICLE MAGNET 

Made in the U.S.A.! 
Our custom-designed 
vehicle magnet is the 
highest quality available and 
features images of Trouble 
the bear, Africa the lioness, 
Taz the tiger, and Beo the 
wolf. And that leopard coat 
pattern you see is from a 

photo of China, Asian 
leopard. 

All are beloved Black Pine 
animal residents enjoying 
the REST of their lives! 

Each magnet comes 
individually packaged with 
use instructions. 

13” PLUSH ANIMAL 
WITH BLACK PINE 
LOGO HOODIE 

Since lions, tigers and bears 
don’t make good pets, this is 
the next best choice to have 
your favorite wild animal 
nearby! 

Enjoy your choice of a tiger, 
lion, or bear!  Each soft plush 
animal is dressed in a cute red 
hoodie featuring the Black 
Pine Animal Sanctuary logo 
screen printed on the front. 

The hoodie is removable! 

$8.00 ea. 

UNISEX ICEBERG 
FLEECE 1/4 ZIP 
PULLOVER 

Slip into this warm, soft 
navy pullover and think of 
the animals! 

This is a pill-resistant 13.75-
ounce, 100% polyester 
fleece pullover with elasti-
cized cuffs and bottom 
hem. The side-seam pock-
ets are nylon-reinforced. 

Black Pine’s logo is embroi-
dered in vibrant colors to 
contrast against the dark 
background. 

Available only in navy blue. 

Unisex sizes: 

Size Chest Size (in.) 

S 35-38" 
M 39-41" 
L 42" - 45" 
XL 46" - 49" 
2XL 50" - 52" 
3XL 53-56" 

$45.00 ea. 

$13.00 ea. 
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IN MEMORIUM 

Clarence Bruner 

Les Coffman 

Barbara Eberhart 

The following have been honored and remembered with gifts to Black Pine 
from July 1, 2017 through October 31, 2017. We thank all who have honored 
their memories and wishes. 

(If you note any omissions, please forgive us, and feel free to notify us so we 
may honor them. Thank you.)  

Lauralynn Frane 

Donald Klawitter 

Howard Lewis 

Joe E. Williams 

Sadie, an umbrella cockatoo, has a life expectancy of 
about 70 years! The longest living resident at the 

sanctuary is Ol’ Yeller, a 60-year-old Amazon parrot. 

Join the 

 today! 
https://www.bpsanctuary.org/lifetime-alliance 

For the REST of their lives. 

ERAGON ENJOYING NEW HABITAT 

We also want to thank the 
dozens of others who 
contributed to this project, 
so many of whom gave 
anonymously and through 
a variety of fund raising 
initiatives and platforms. 

 Together, you 
contributed $28,632!  

Thanks to you, Eragon’s 
habitat is not only the 
largest big cat house to 
date, it also features an in-
ground pool that he will 
enjoy for the REST of his 
life (beginning next spring, 
of course.) 

To contribute to our next 
life-changing project, click 
the “Donate” button in 
the header of our website, 
at www.blackpine.org! 

If Eragon could write, he’d 
be sending giant thank-you 
cards to all who contributed 
to making his new habitat a 
dream come true! 

On his behalf, we want to 
express our deepest 
gratitude to Eragon’s 
habitat sponsors who gave 
substantial gifts in support 
of this project: 

The DeVries Family 

The Marquell Family 

Rosema Corporation 

Michael Arata 

Metazoa Brewing 

Shirley Korn 

Steve & Anne Smith 

Eragon was welcomed to Black Pine in December 2016, one of 
over 70 tigers that needed homes when a Colorado breeding 
facility was shut down. Nefertiti is also enjoying refuge at Black 
Pine. A third tiger, Sumadi, was too ill to save and was laid to 
rest in the memorial cemetery. We honor Sumadi with our 2017 
Christmas Ornament, featured on Page 4. 
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For the REST of their lives. 

Follow Us! 

mark@blackpine.org. 

Long-term volunteers can 
apply to our Volunteer 
Program at 
www.blackpine.org, 
under How to Help. 

VOLUNTEERS DEFINE US! 

massive amounts of fallen 
leaves and pine needles from 
pathways throughout the 
compound, and more. 

Volunteering is a rewarding 
way to give back and helps 
us achieve our goals 
to continuously 
improve. Those 
interested in 
volunteering once, 
or short-term, can 
contact Mark to see 
what projects are 
needing extra 
hands.  

Mark can be 
reached at (260) 
636-7383 or by 
email at 

We could not achieve the 
levels of excellence and care 
that our animal residents and 
visitors enjoy without 
volunteers! 

We have enjoyed the services 
of more community 
volunteers than ever this year, 
and want to thank them all 
for their services to our 
mission. 

Mark Thaler, Facilities 
Manager, oversees grounds 
keeping, maintenance 
activities, new construction, 
and “community service” 
volunteers. He recently 
welcomed a group of teenage 
students from Career 
Academy in South Bend, 
Indiana. They helped clear 

This energetic group of students from Career Academy in South Bend, 
IN, recently spent a day volunteering their time raking and clearing 
leaves and pine needles from the compound. We welcome community 
service volunteers! Call Mark at (260) 636-7383 to inquire. 


