
ERAGON NEEDS A HABITAT 

In collaboration with 15 
sanctuaries and Tigers in 
America, Black Pine wel-
comed Eragon, Nefertiti, 
and Sumadi late last year 
as one of the largest big 
cat rescue operations ever 
undertaken. 

Turpentine Creek Wildlife 
Refuge in Eureka Springs, 
AR spearheaded the re-
homing of 115 animals 
from a Callahan, CO facil-
ity. The breeding opera-
tion and roadside attrac-
tion reached out to find 
someone to take over 

when an owner fell ill. 

74 tigers, five lions, two 
ligers, one ti-liger, six 
leopards, five cougars, 
two bobcats, a serval, two 
coatimundis, two caracals, 
nine bears, and two le-
murs were ultimately relo-
cated to some of the na-
tion’s finest “true” animal 
sanctuaries, never to be 
bred or used for enter-
tainment again. 

With so many cats in des-
perate need of help, we 
agreed to take three tigers. 

Now, six months later, we 
are ready to make 
Eragon’s new permanent 
habitat a reality! 

Thanks to significant gifts 
from the DeVries family, 
Marquell family, and 
Rosema Corporation, 
habitat sponsors, we are 
preparing to construct 
Eragon’s new, spacious 
habitat. His will be the 
largest big cat habitat built 
to date!  

(Continued on Next Page) 

At Christmastime last year we reported the arrival of Eragon (in photo), Nefertiti, and Sumadi. 
Sadly, Sumadi’s kidneys had shut down and she was euthanized shortly after arrival. After a 
quarantine period, Nefertiti moved into a permanent habitat. We are hoping to add a pool and 
some modifications to the quarantine area, and build Eragon a new house this fall. 

Everyday 
Wish List: 
Toilet paper 
Disposable nitrile gloves 
Scoopable cat litter 
Eggs 
Yogurt 
Paper towels 
Liquid hand soap 
Stamps 

UPCOMING 
EVENTS: 

Summer Fest 
July 29 

10 a.m.—5 p.m. 

Roar ‘n’ Snore 
September 16-17 
5:30 p.m.—9:00 a.m. 

Lions, Tigers & Beer 
October 7 
6—9 p.m. 
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Black Pine Animal Sanctuary 

Have you explored the new 

“experiences” for 2017? Be a 

Carnivore Keeper or bring the 

family for an Enrichment 

Workshop! See details on 

Page 4. 
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before winter arrives. Until 
then, Eragon will continue 
to live in a comfortable, 
but smaller space. 

Please send gifts, ear-
marked for the Eragon 
Habitat Fund, to P.O. Box 
02, Albion, IN 46701, or 
contribute securely online 
via www.blackpine.org. 

Nefertiti is doing very well 
in a permanent habitat in 
the woods. Sumadi was 
laid to rest in the memorial 
cemetery shortly after arri-
val.  

Reports from peer sanctu-
aries reveal an average of 
3.5 veterinary visits per 
animal rescued from the 
CO since February, with 
issues including kidney 
failure, metabolic bone 
disease, parasites, bacterial 
infections, dental issues, 
mange, pyometra, cystic 
ovaries, and other ail-
ments.   

Nefertiti had four root 
canals, one on each canine 
tooth, in April, thanks to 
the Peter Emily Int’l. Vet-
erinary Dental Foundation. 

...ERAGON 

HOW ABOUT THE NEW PAVEMENT? 

indoor recovery space for 
veterinary purposes. Com-
bining these projects 
makes sense both eco-
nomically and for efficien-
cy. 

We also have opted to to 
add an in-ground pool to 
Eragon’s habitat. These 
additions have increased 
our project budget to 
$20,000. We are getting 
close to hitting our goal, 
and your support can help 
us complete the project 

The Dekko Foundation, 
Olive B. Cole Foundation, 
The Community 

Foundation of 
Noble County, 
and the family 
of the late 
Corliss Decker 
recently funded 
the paving (and 

(Continued from Front Page) 

In addition to habitat con-
struction, some modifica-
tions must be made to a 
portion of the existing 
“holding barn”, a the large 
building on the west end of 
the compound that is home 
to Dr. Sam’s Clinic and 
temporary housing. 

These changes are neces-
sary to continue to facilitate 
a proper quarantine for any 
new arrivals to the sanctu-
ary, as well as an enhanced 

painting) of our visitor 
parking lot, as well as all of 
the pathways throughout 
the sanctuary, an 
investment to improve 
accessibility for those 
needing assistance, or with 
strollers and wagons. 

We would love to share 
your feedback with them! If 

you have visited this 
summer and experienced 
these upgrades, please take 
a few seconds to complete 
our survey. Your feedback 
will be anonymous. 

Thank you! 

The survey URL is: 

https://
bpsanctuary.wufoo.com/
forms/black-pine-visitor-
survey/ 

Nefertiti is a vocal lady, 

and has settled in well to 

her new home. Four root 

canals, courtesy of the 

Peter Emily International 

Veterinary Dental Founda‐

tion, have helped her heal. 
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JOIN THE LIFETIME ALLIANCE 

updates, announcements, 
and other correspondence. 

Lifetime Alliance 
membership is secured by 
documenting your gift, or 
intended gifts as follows: 

 Name Black Pine as the 
beneficiary of a new 
insurance policy, or of 
a paid policy whose 
coverage you no longer 
need for heirs or life 
changes. 

 Give a charitable gift 
annuity to Black Pine. 

Continued on Page 5) 

(Continued from Page 3) 

 Give qualified 
retirement plan assets, 
such as an IRA, 401(k) 
or 403(b) to Black Pine. 

 Make Black Pine the 

beneficiary of your will 
or living trust through a 
charitable bequest or 

Based on current operating 
expenses, and the life 
expectancies of current 
animal residents, our 
projected operating budget 
at current cost levels will 
exceed $1,000,000 within 
five years. This does not 
include cost increases or 
take into account the rescue 
of any more animals. 

We are happy to announce 
a new opportunity for you 
to help us bridge the 
funding gap to assure our 
ability to provide care for 
the “rest of their lives”. By 
joining Black Pine’s 
Lifetime Alliance, you can 
enjoy lifetime Park Pal 
membership, long-term 
name recognition within the 
sanctuary, recognition in 
our Footprints Newsletter 
and continue to receive our 

SUMMER FEST ADDS VENDORS 
Our annual celebration of 
summer and our hard-
working staff is getting 
bigger this year! 

On Saturday, July 29 we 
will welcome a variety of 
vendors to Summer Fest. 
Visitors can browse and 
shop a variety of wares 
including jewelry, wood 
crafts, original artworks, 
Lipsense, antiques, candles, 
pet-related items, Scentsy, 

Lifetime Alliance members are recognized on our giving tree in 

the Wolf Family Resource Center.  

and Usborne Books. 

We will also welcome 
special guests from 
Soarin’ Hawk Raptor 
Rehabilitation Center. 
Live raptors will be 
introduced at a special 
presentation at 1:00 p.m.  

Food concessions by 
Auntie Anne’s Pretzels 
and King Arthur’s Cart 
will also be available. 

Summer Fest will feature 

General Visitation from 10 
a.m. to 5 p.m. No guided 
tours are scheduled to take 
place during this special 
event because animal 
keepers will be on hand all 
day to introduce animals, 
provide enrichment, and 
answer questions. 

Admission rates for 
Summer Fest are: 

Ages 0-2 Free 
Ages 3-9 $7.00 
Ages 10-54 $10.00 
Ages 55+ $8.00. 

Admission is free for Park 
Pal members! 

Soarin’ Hawk Raptor 

Rehabilitation Center, based 

in Fort Wayne, IN, will 

introduce their rescue mission 

and a variety of native raptors 

during a live presentation at 

1:00 p.m. during Summer Fest! 

Lifetime Alliance Members 

Hazel Wilson 
Richard J. Hoffman 

Jeanne & Fred Eastman 
Bill & Sally Fackert 
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NEW EXPERIENCES TO ENJOY IN 2017 

 Senior Strolls in late 
summer, early fall, at a 
leisurely pace 

We encourage you to 
explore these and many of 
our usual offerings, 
including General 
Visitation, Staff-Guided 
tours, and Feeding Tours, 
at www.bpvisit.org. 

Why the new website? 

The new interactive website 
is designed mostly to 
benefit you! 

In addition to providing us 
the tools necessary to 
manage attendance 
responsibly, so as not to 
overwhelm the animals,  the 
new website provides you 
two ways of determining 

which of 
several 
programs is 
the best fit 
for you: 

1. Review 
Options by 
Date, using 
an 
interactive 
calendar that 
provides a 
“menu” of 
programs for 
the specific 
day you can 
come. 

2. Review 
all Program 

Descriptions to decide 
which one most 
appeals to you, then 
find the dates that 
program is offered. 

Whether using a mobile 
device, or a computer, you 
can see brief descriptions 
including program time(s), 
then click a button to see 
full program details, 
including prices. From 
there, you can register or 
reserve to attend. 

Do I have to register or 
reserve? 

Very few programs require 
registration in advance. We 
do, however, greatly 
appreciate it, and doing so 
will guarantee your 
participation and provide us 
the contact information we 
need in order to notify you 
of any necessary changes in 
schedules. 

(Continued on Next Page) 

(Continued from Page 4)  

We request pre-payment for 
a couple of programs at 
registration, because they 
are the most popular we 
offer, and attendance is 
limited. So, like a fine 
restaurant, if you want to 
enjoy, we recommend you 
firm up a reservation in 
advance. 

Why do schedules 
change? 

With the launch of our new 
Visitor Services website at 
www.bpvisit.org we are 
offering several new visitor 
programs! 

New options: 

 Summer “Behind-the-
Scenes” private guided 
tours  

 Tadpole Tours for 
families with infants 
and toddlers 

 Carnivore Keeper 
Experience to go 
behind-the-scenes with 
our keepers 

 Enrichment Workshop 
for hands-on, 
educational fun for kids 
and adults 

Have you been looking for our Kids Camps? Due to low participation numbers 

the past several years, Kids Camps are out and Enrichment Workshops are in! 

Community State Bank has sponsored these new workshops, available by reser‐

vation on Fridays and Sundays throughout the summer. Participants get to tour 

the sanctuary to choose which animals to enrich, then dig into the treasure 

chests (in photo) and make enrichment items for the animal residents! Each child 

between five and 12 years of age will also receive a free Build‐A‐Bear plush bear, 

a souvenir gift (while supplies last)! 

Five cotton‐top tamarins 

arrived too late to enjoy the 

outdoors in 2016. Ani’s fami‐

ly can now be visited and 

seen enjoying their outdoor 

space, when they aren’t in‐

side exploring their newly 

remodeled large indoor habi‐

tat. They were surplus inven‐

tory at an Indiana zoo work‐

ing to make improvements 

to their animal care pro‐

gram. 
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…LIFETIME ALLIANCE 
through a charitable 
lead trust, which 
provides income to 
Black Pine during your 
lifetime or a specified 

number of 
years, with tax 
advantages to 
other 
beneficiaries of 
your trust. 

 Make 
Black Pine the 
benefactor of 
real estate 
through a 
bequest 
provision in 
your will or 
revocable trust. 

remainder trust, and 
designate a specific 
amount of funds or 
portion of estate. 

 Designate money 

…NEW EXPERIENCES 
As schedules fill up, we may 
modify program options to 
prevent overcrowding. 
Some programs will “close” 
when attendance limits are 
met. We may reduce 
attendance for one program 
and shift to  accommodate 
attendance at another 
offered at the same time. 
Demand drives the options 
offered. 

If we have a veterinary 
procedure that will require 
some of our key staff, or 
that we close off an area, 
we may cancel some visitor 
programs for that portion 
of the day. 

If weather turns bad, we 
may reach out to cancel 
(and refund, if applicable) 

your fees, and save you the 
trip here only to find out the 
program was cancelled. 

These and other situations 
can and do arise, and we 
want to be able to 
communicate—real time– to 
you. 

Please note, we also may add 
programs, so by checking out 
the website, you can be 
assured you are exploring all 
the various options available. 

Should you have any 
questions or need assistance, 
we are here to help! Submit 
the “Help” form online, or 
call us at (260) 636-7383.  

We hope to see you again 
soon! 

Adults can join keepers behind the scenes during a Feeding 

Tour this summer by reserving for the Carnivore Experience. 

See all options at www.bpvisit.org. The experience includes 

choosing from several of the wildcats or other small mammals 

to receive an enrichment treat during the tour, and the 

opportunity to help feed a cat.  Josey (above) is a serval. 

Joe, a long‐tailed 

macaque, is one of over 95 

animals for which we have 

budgeted to provide lifetime 

care. By pledging as a Life‐

time Alliance member you 

can help ensure that needs 

are met for animals that 

may live five, or 75 more 

years! 

Your planned gift will 
provide financial support to 
continue our mission, one 
we have endeavored to 
fulfill since 2004, to provide 
refuge to displaced, captive-
raised exotic animals for the 
rest of their lives and 
educate people about 
responsible animal care. 

Get started today by 
documenting your 
intentions in writing and 
sending to Lori Gagen, 
Executive Director, PARC 
Inc., P.O. Box 02, Albion, 
IN 46701, or call Lori at 
(260) 636-7383. 
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IN MEMORIUM 

Angela Kolodziej 

Charles Tuffley 

Corliss Decker 
(BPAS volunteer) 

Donald Klawitter 

Donald Rice 

Jack Allen 

Beginning with this publication, we are glad to honor those who have been 
loved and lost, and whose love for animals, and/or support of our mission, 
inspired gifts made in their memory. 

The following have been honored and remembered with gifts to Black Pine 
through June 30, 2017. We thank all who have honored their memories and 
wishes. 

(If you note any omissions, please forgive us, and feel free to notify us so we 
may honor them. Thank you.)  

Dr. Jay Kumaran 
(BPAS DVM) 

Lamar Bennett 
(BPAS volunteer) 

Richard Fulk 

Lana Sue Kellen 

Larry Dent 

Laura Gunkel 

Daniel Ewald 

Nadine Grimm 

Patricia Bherns 

Penny Manfredi 

Shirley Runkle 
(BPAS volunteer) 

Clarence “Red” Smith 

NO COST WAYS TO HELP 

We hear it from time to 
time:  “If I ever win the 
lottery I am giving the 
money to Black Pine!” 

Not everyone has 
“disposable income”, but 
supporting our mission can 
be done in many ways, even 
without winning the lottery. 

You can explore a number 
of opportunities to support 
our efforts that don’t cost 
anything! 

Here are just a few. Find 
more at our website under 
“How to Help” at 
blackpine.org or call (260) 
636-7383. 

Collect & donate common 

household items 

Find details and 
more ways to help at 
www.blackpine.org! 

Register your shopper card 

online to benefit the ani‐

mals at Black Pine every 

time you shop! 



 

Professional Animal Retirement Center, Inc. 
1426 W. 300 N. 

P.O. Box 02 
Albion, IN 46701 

 
Phone 260-636-7383 
www.blackpine.org 
TID 33-1020728 

 

For the REST of  their lives. 

FOLLOW US! 

Feeds the 
birds for a 

week. 

Feeds the 
grazing 

animals for a 
week. 

Provides 
supplements 
to primates 
for a month. 

Provides 
kibble for 

canines for a 
month. 

$12.00        $20.00        $25.00       $35.00        $50.00        $75.00        $100.00        $500.00        $1000.00 

Feeds the 
tigers for a 

day. 

Provides 
produce for 
bears for a 

week. 

Buys one 
wellness 

exam for a 
monkey. 

Maintains 
equipment 

for a month. 

Provides 
winter heat 
for a month. 

     

   

Your Dollars at Work! 


