
Africa was, according to 
various reports, acquired 
to be a breeder at a now-
closed “educational pet-
ting zoo” in southern In-
diana.  Social media posts 
indicate she was born in 
late June, 2012.   

Upon her arrival to Black 
Pine, Africa was emaciat-
ed, suffering from an in-
festation of roundworm, 
and showed symptoms of 
pain.  She had difficulty 
walking and stepping over 
obstacles.   

Some who know about 
Africa’s life before Black 
Pine have told us the lion-
ess suffered a back injury  

(Continued on Page 7) 

Lions (plural) are roaring 
again at Black Pine! 

We answered a call for 
help in September and 
brought home Africa, a 
three-year-old lioness, to 
begin the REST of her 

life.  Though at press time 
Mufasa (the resident male 
lion) and Africa had not 
yet seen one another, they 
had each heard the other’s 
roars.  Soon, they will live 
in side-by-side habitats. 

WELCOME HOME, AFRICA! 

$7,500 TO GO FOR COOLER UPGRADE 

Fund raising efforts have 
been underway since the 
beginning of summer to 
replace an old, inefficient 
walk-in cooler that has 
served our food storage 
needs for nearly 20 years.   

With the generous sup-
port of several local foun-

dations, we have thus far 
raised $14,500 towards 
our goal of $22,000. 

In addition to purchasing 
a newer, used refrigera-

tion unit, we will need to 
hire contractors to re-

move the old unit, pour a 
concrete slab, set a new 

unit into place, finish out 
the interior entryway into 

(Continued on Page 7) 
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“Africa” the day we met her, at her previous home in 

southern Indiana.  The “educational petting zoo” closed in 

September, displacing several big cats and bears. 

The old walk-in cooler has a 

cracked floor, mildew issues, 

and is inefficient.  It’s time to 

upgrade! 

www.blackpine.org 

Everyday     
Wish List: 

Paper Towels 
Simple Green cleanser 
Scoopable cat litter 
5-gallon heated 
buckets 
39-gallon garbage bags 
Straw 

UPCOMING 

EVENTS: 

Turkey Day on 11/28 

from 1-4 p.m. 

Enrichment Day on 

12/26 from 1-4 p.m. 

Cats ‘n’ Cocoa on 

2/13  from 1-4 p.m. 

St. Catty’s Day on 

3/12 from 1-4 p.m. 



The Wolf Den Gifts & 

Things will  be open for 

holiday shopping Saturdays 

and Sundays from 1:00 to 

4:00 p.m. from December 5 

through December 20, 

2015.   Located at the Sanc-

tuary’s main visitor en-

trance, the Wolf Den offers 

a wide selection of exclu-

sive Black Pine logo items 

including t-shirts, sweat-

shirts, hoodies, photo mag-

nets, photo note cards, 

photo coffee mugs, 2016 

photo wall calendar, water 

bottle koozies, umbrellas, 

and flashlights.  A selection 

of decorative items includes 

Fair Trade products.  Ani-

mal-themed jewelry for 

men and women, and a 

variety of children’s toys 

and plush animals are also 

featured.  New this year, we 

are also offering Black Pine 

gift cards, at any denomina-

tion from $10 and up! 

Park Pal members will re-

ceive a 10% discount off all 

merchandise purchased 

when they present their 

member card at check-out.   

All proceeds benefit the 

animals!  If you can’t shop 

at the Wolf Den, check out 

Pages 3-6 of this newsletter 

for mail order options! 

The new avian building and 
outdoor free-flight aviary 
are done, and occupied! 

We want to thank all who 
contributed and collaborat-
ed to make this project pos-
sible: 

Richard J. Hoffman Estate 

& Trustees 

Doug Hofer & Corporate 

Construction 

David Spade & D.E.S.     

Mechanical 

Butler Concrete             

Construction 

Wilmer Graber &            

B&R Quality Construction 

Corners Limited 

Jack Owen Excavating 

Countryscapes 

Karen & Kevin Bleke 

Thank you, all! 

EXTENDED HOURS IN WOLF DEN GIFTS & THINGS 

SECOND FULL-TIME KEEPER JOINS STAFF 

expands our paid staff to 

three full-time and two part

-time employees.   

Katie holds a BS in animal 

science and completed an 

internship at Black Pine in 

2013.  She was most recent-

ly employed as primary 

small carnivore keeper at 

the Fort Wayne Children’s 

Zoo, and had continued to 

volunteer as a senior level 

keeper at Black Pine since 

her internship ended in 

2013.   

We are fortunate to have 

Katie on our team and 

know you will enjoy her 

contributions! 

Welcome, Katie! 

Thanks in part to past do-

nations to the 

Nala Memorial 

Staff Fund, we are 

pleased to an-

nounce the hiring 

of Katie Boyd as a 

full-time lead 

keeper. 

This new position 
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Katie Boyd, new lead keeper, with 

Africa. 

RICHARD J. HOFFMAN AVIAN BUILDING—”NO VACANCY” 
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 2016 BENEFIT 

CALENDAR 

Our 2016 photo wall 

calendar features over 30 

full-color photos of Black 

Pine’s animal residents!  

Each month includes 

information to plan  visits, 

special events scheduled, 

and animal birthdays. 

Enjoy reminiscing with us 

as we remember milestones 

of the past ten years in 

celebration of the 10th 

Anniversary of our 

Relocation Project. 

All proceeds directly benefit 

the care of the animals at 

Black Pine!  (Also available 

online at 

www.blackpine.org!) 

 

$20.00 ea. 

NEW!  We now offer gift 
cards which can be re-
deemed, like cash, for any-
thing we offer, including 
merchandise in the Wolf 
Den Gifts & Things, admis-
sion to visit the animals, 
guided sanctuary tours, spe-
cial events, and Park Pal 
memberships.  Whatever 
the bearer wants, they can 
use their gift card to buy! 

Cards can be “re-filled” and 
used indefinitely, there is no 
expiration date. 

Each card comes in an en-
velope.  Each card comes 
with the added gift of 
knowing every purchase 
helps save and change lives! 

Minimum $10.00 

BLACK PINE & WOLF DEN GIFT CARDS 

on DVD!   

You’ll meet our founder, 

veterinarian, and core mem-

bers of our dedicated staff; 

enjoy archival footage of 

“Duke”, the beloved male 

lion that Albion will never 

forget.  Hear and see the 

wolves sing, and learn 

about the journey that we 

have endured, past and pre-

sent! 

 

$14.99 ea. 

“BLACK PINE”     

ON DVD 

During the past year, 

filmmaker Brendan Connell 

spent hours on site filming, 

and many more on his own, 

going through our archival 

films and photographs, and 

the result is a one-hour 

documentary film titled 

“Black Pine”, now available 
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 MONKEY 

Cotton-top tamarin, 

spider monkey, rhesus 

macaque, lion-tail 

macaque, ring-tailed 

lemur, baboon, or bush 

baby.  Your preference:   

_________________ 

 TIGER 

Top Cat, Millie, Cita, 

Jai, Taz, Ticha, Delilah, 

Sammie, Pookie, or 

Luna.  Your 

preference: 

 ________________ 

 LION 

Mufasa or Africa.  

Your preference: 

________________ 

 BEAR 

Taz, Tasha, Trouble, 

Betsy, Mamie or Ben.  

Your preference: 

________________ 

 WOLF 

Mono, Beo, Trio or 

Six.  Your preference: 

________________ 

 FOX 

Malibu, Roxy, Ozzie or 

Fiero.  Your preference:  

_________________ 

 LEOPARD 

Chui or China.  Your 

preference:   

________________ 

 PARROT 

Macaw, cockatoo, or 

Amazon parrot.  

Preference:   

________________ 

 BOBCAT 

O’Malley, Thunder or 

Walter.  Your 

preference: 

________________ 

 COUGAR 

Joey or Johnny.  Your 

preference: 

________________ 

 TORTOISE 

Sulcata tortoise or red-

foot tortoise.  Your 

preference: 

_________________ 

 ALLIGATOR 

“Gus” 

CHIMPANZEE 

“Tarzan” 

Adopt an Animal 

Use this form to select the type of animal you wish to honor with your purchase of a symbolic 

adoption kit.  Each kit contains a full-color 8x10” photo, personal biography, certificate of adoption, 

and a coupon for one free sanctuary visit.  Order by December 11, 2015 for delivery by Christmas. 

Please select an option at bottom to indicate how you wish us to process your order. 

 SERVAL 

Bushido or Josey.  Your 

preference: 

_________________ 

Please select an option: 

 If an adoption kit featuring the animal I selected as my “preference” above is 

not available to ship in time for Christmas, that’s okay.  Please ship ASAP and I 

understand arrival may fall after Christmas. 

 If an adoption kit featuring the animal I selected as my “preference” above is 

not available to ship in time for Christmas, but a substitution can be made for another animal in the same 

category, please choose a substitute for me. 

 If an adoption kit featuring the animal I selected as my “preference” above is not available to ship in time for 

Christmas, please contact me at ________________________ to discuss other options. 

$50.00 ea. 
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In 2016 we will celebrate the 10th 

Anniversary of our Relocation Project, 

during which we began rebuilding the 

sanctuary from the ground up.  We 

invite you to join others who have left a 

legacy by purchasing a custom-engraved 

brick paver!   

 

4x8” $50.00 or 8x8” $100.00 

 

Engraved brick pavers can be purchased 
as a gift; in memory or honor of a family 
member, friend, or pet; to commemorate 
a birthday, anniversary, graduation, 
retirement—or for any other special 
occasion worthy of remembrance! 

Businesses may add a brick to our patio 
as a form of advertisement, and to 
express their support of our charitable 
mission.  A portion of your purchase is tax 
deductible!  
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The great news for 2015 is 

that we enjoyed record-

setting participation in tours 

and at many of our 

programs and events, and 

exceeded sales goals in the 

Wolf Den Gifts & Things.   

The challenges we faced in 

2015 were primarily staff-

related, as we bid farewell 

to a number of volunteers 

for a variety of personal 

reasons that included 

moves out of the area, new 

jobs, marriages, babies, and 

other developments in their 

lives.  

A key member of our staff, 

Mark Thaler, suffered an 

injury outside the 

workplace that sidelined 

him for several weeks this 

summer, too. As such, our 

hopes of making upgrades 

to the Primate House, 

including new skylights, has 

order form.   

We wish to recognize and 
thank the following major 
contributors to this ongoing 
project: 

Olive B. Cole Foundation 
$8,000 

 
Noble County            

Community Foundation 
$4,000 

 
 

(Continued from Front Page) 

the commissary, and hook 
up electrical service. 

Donations to help make 
this project possible can be 
made by designating your 
gift to the Walk-In Cooler 
Replacement Fund.  Con-
tribute online at 
www.blackpine.org, or by 
mail using the enclosed mail 

Dow Corning             
Community Fund    

$1,500 
 

Hagen Family 
Advised Trust 

$1,000 

 

Protecting the health and 
safety of animals and staff 
is a priority, and we appre-
ciate their very generous 
contributions! 

PRIMATE HOUSE IMPROVEMENTS TABLED TO 2016 

COOLER 

AFRICA 

It is amazing what proper 
nutrition and “clean living” 
can to do help improve a 
life! 

Soon, the veterinary team 
will conduct a full examina-
tion of Africa, after which 
we plan to move her into a 
permanent habitat in the 
woods, near Mufasa.   

Africa’s future care is sure 
to require ongoing nutri-

tional supplements, and 
possibly pain medications.  
Because Black Pine has al-
ready exceeded the amount 
budgeted for veterinary care 
in 2015, we are suggesting 
that contributions in honor 
of Africa be designated to 
the Veterinary Fund to help 
offset her costs of medical 
care.  

We appreciate your sup-
port! 

(Continued from Front Page) 

when she was very young.  
One source told us a child 
kicked her.  Another said a 
child fell on top of her.   

Regardless of what hap-
pened in her past, we are 
her present and future.  
After being de-wormed, 
and thanks to ample room 
to move and exercise, Afri-
ca is so far recovering well.   

Africa, learning about toys! 

Produce, bread, meat, and 

other foods are managed, 

and diets prepared daily, in 

the walk-in cooler. 

been tabled to 2016.    

We will continue to accept 

donations made to the 

Primate House Capital 

Fund to ensure we can 

make the much-needed 

upgrades as soon as 

possible next year.   

This project is dedicated to 

the memory of Dr. Jay 

Kumaran. 

Donations are appreciated! 



Professional Animal Retirement Center, Inc. 

1426 W. 300 N. 

P.O. Box 02 

Albion, IN 46701 

 

Phone 260-636-7383 

www.blackpine.org 

TID 33-1020728 

 

into personal histories and 

circumstances, and can 

only accept those birds 

that we feel are truly in 

peril (not just annoying 

their owners). 

When their owners asked 

us to take Major, a 30-year-

old scarlet macaw, and Ad-

miral, a 32-year-old blue 

and gold macaw, we said 

yes.  Their arrival in June 

has put the new avian 

building at full capacity for 

the foreseeable future.   

The macaws’ owners, a 

senior couple, were both 

hospitalized and expected 

It is never easy to turn 

away animals in need or 

say no to owners who are 

sincerely trying to find 

good solutions to over-

come the obstacles they 

face keeping their exotic 

pets. 

Parrots are among those  

most in need of re-homing.  

This shouldn’t be surpris-

ing, given estimates of 10 

to 40 million parrots living 

in U.S. households, or 

lifespans of 70 to over 100 

years of age.   

When we are asked to take 

birds, we often must delve 

medical issues to continue 

taking them out of their 

home routinely.  Their abil-

ity to climb stairs and ser-

vice the birds in their 

home was also a serious 

concern. 

We encourage people to 

think twice about ac-

quiring parrots as pets, 

and not to encourage 

the breeding of more 

parrots in captivity.  The 

outlook for rescuers to 

keep up with the num-

bers of birds needing 

help is bleak. 

“MAJOR” AND “ADMIRAL” JOIN THE TROOPS 

For the REST of  their lives. 

Follow Us! 

Admiral 

(top), 

and 

Major. 


